
The Church of Saint Stephen-in-the-Fields 
 

 

 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 5, 2021 

 
Jesus preached the gospel of the kingdom  

and healed every infirmity among the people. 

Matthew 4.23 

 

Celebrant: The Rev’d Maggie Helwig 

 



THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Prelude  
 

Greeting 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  

  and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

Response And also with you. 
 

Land Acknowledgement  

Celebrant  Though people may be joining us from many regions, we acknowledge 

that the Church of St. Stephen-in-the-Fields stands on occupied land, 

the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit (an 

Anishnaabe people), the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, and the Huron-

Wendat and Petun nations, land covered by the Dish With One Spoon 

wampum belt covenant. Treaty 13 and the Williams Treaty are also 

relevant to this territory.  

 We acknowledge that we have broken the treaties. We acknowledge the 

damage done by colonialism, and the role that our church has played in 

this, and we pledge ourselves to work for a future of justice and 

reconciliation. 
 

Hymn 306: O for a thousand tongues to sing     RICHMOND 

1 O for a thousand tongues to sing  

 my dear Redeemer’s praise,  

 the glories of my God and King,  

 the triumphs of his grace. 
 

2 Jesus! the name that charms our fears,  

 that bids our sorrows cease;  

 ’tis music in the sinner’s ears,  

 ’tis life, and health, and peace.  
 

3 He speaks, and listening to his voice,  

 new life the dead receive,  

 the mournful broken hearts rejoice,  

 the humble poor believe. 
 

4 Hear him, ye deaf, ye voiceless ones,  

 your loosened tongues employ;  

 ye blind, behold your Saviour come,  

 and leap, ye lame, for joy! 

 



5 My gracious Master and my God,  

 assist me to proclaim,  

 to spread through all the earth abroad  

 the honours of thy name. 

 

Collect for Purity 
 

Celebrant  Almighty God, 

  to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

  and from you no secrets are hidden.  

  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

  by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

  that we may perfectly love you,  

  and worthily magnify your holy name;  

  through Christ our Lord.  

Response Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution  
 

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ,  

  God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,  

  welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.  

  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.  
 

Celebrant Most merciful God,  

Response  we confess that we have sinned against you  

  in thought, word, and deed,  

  by what we have done, 

  and by what we have left undone. 

  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

  we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

  have mercy on us and forgive us, 

  that we may delight in your will,  

  and walk in your ways,  

  to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you,  

  pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  

  confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  

  and keep you in eternal life;  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Response  Amen. 



Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

Response And also with you. 

 

Gloria          Hurd 
 

Celebrant  Glory to God in the highest, 

Cantor and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly king,  

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

  in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

  Stir up, O Lord,  

  the wills of your people,  

  that richly bearing the fruit of good works,  

  we may by you be richly rewarded;     

  through Jesus Christ our Lord,    

  who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

  one God, now and for ever. 
 

Cantor  Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LITURGY OF THE WORD 
A period of silence is observed after each reading and the homily. 

 

First Lesson: Proverbs 22.1-2, 8-9, 22-23 

Reader  A reading from the book Proverbs. 

A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, and favour is better than 

silver or gold. The rich and the poor have this in common: the Lord is the maker of 

them all. Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, and the rod of anger will fail.  

Those who are generous are blessed, for they share their bread with the poor. Do 

not rob the poor because they are poor or crush the afflicted at the gate; for the 

Lord pleads their cause and despoils of life those who despoil them.  
 

Reader  The word of the Lord. 

Response  Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 125 Qui confidunt 

 

 
 

Cantor 1 THOSE WHO trust in the Lord are like Mount Zi-on, / 

   which cannot be moved, but stands fast for ev-ër. 

Cantor 2 The hills stand a-bout Je-ruˆsa-lem; / 

   so does the Lord stand round about his people,  

    from this time forth for evˆer möre. 

Cantor 1 The sceptre of the wicked shall not hold sway  

   over the land a-lot-ted toˆthe just, / 

   so that the just shall not put their hands to e-vïl. 

Cantor 2 Show your goodness, O Lord, to those who are good /  

   and to those who are trueˆof hëart. 

Cantor 1 As for those who turn aside to crooked ways,  

   the Lord will lead them away with the e-vil-do-ers; / 

   but peace be up-on Is-ra-ël. 

 

Epistle: James 2.1-17 

Reader  A reading from the epistle of James. 

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favouritism really believe in our 

glorious Lord Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes 

comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, and 

if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, ‘Have a seat here, 

please’, while to the one who is poor you say, ‘Stand there’, or, ‘Sit at my feet’, 



have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil 

thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in 

the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to 

those who love him? But you have dishonoured the poor. Is it not the rich who 

oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme 

the excellent name that was invoked over you?  

You do well if you really fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, ‘You shall 

love your neighbour as yourself.’ But if you show partiality, you commit sin and 

are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law but 

fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. For the one who said, ‘You 

shall not commit adultery’, also said, ‘You shall not murder.’ Now if you do not 

commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. So 

speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. For judgement 

will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over 

judgement.  

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have 

works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and 

one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill’, and yet you 

do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it 

has no works, is dead. 
 

Reader  The word of the Lord. 

Response  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel acclamation: Alleluia  
 

Cantor  Alleluia.  Jesus preached the gospel of the kingdom  

  and healed every infirmity among the people.  Alleluia. 

 

Gospeller  The Lord be with you. 

Response And also with you. 

Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark. 

Response Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Holy Gospel: Mark 7.24-37 

Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not 

want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman 

whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she 

came and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of 

Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He 

said to her, ‘Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food 

and throw it to the dogs.’ But she answered him, ‘Sir, even the dogs under the table 

eat the children’s crumbs.’ Then he said to her, ‘For saying that, you may go—the 



demon has left your daughter.’ So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, 

and the demon gone.  

Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the 

Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who 

had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He 

took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, 

and he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said 

to him, ‘Ephphatha’, that is, ‘Be opened.’ And immediately his ears were opened, 

his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no 

one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They 

were astounded beyond measure, saying, ‘He has done everything well; he even 

makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.’   
 

Gospeller  The Gospel of Christ. 

Response  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily  Mtr Maggie 

 

Nicene Creed  

Celebrant  Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

Response We believe in one God,  

  the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 



 

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son  

he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

Intercessions  

Bidding  The Lord is full of compassion. 

Response His love lasts forever. 

 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

Offertory hymn 592: Where cross the crowded ways of life   FULDA (WALTON) 
 

1 Where cross the crowded ways of life,  

 where cries of tribe and race resound,  

 amid the noise of selfish strife,  

 O Christ, your word of love is found. 
 

2 In haunts of wretchedness and need,  

 on shadowed thresholds, dark with fears, 

 from paths where hide the lures of greed,  

 we catch the vision of your tears. 
 

3 From children’s wounded helplessness,  

 from men and women’s grief and toil, 

 from famished souls, from sorrow’s stress,  

 your heart has never known recoil. 
 

4 The cup of water given for you  

 still holds the freshness of your grace; 

 yet long the multitudes to view  

 the strong compassion of your face. 



 

5 O Jesus, from the mountainside  

 make haste to heal these hearts of pain. 

 Among these restless throngs abide;  

 O tread the city’s streets again, 
 

6 till all the world shall learn your love,  

 and follow where your feet have trod; 

 till glorious from your heaven above  

 shall come the city of our God. 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 

Celebrant Great and holy God,  

  accept our offering of labour and love.  

  May we bring you true and spiritual worship   

  and be one with you. 

  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.   

Response Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 3 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

Cantor  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

Cantor  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Cantor  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface of the Lord’s Day 

Celebrant  Blessed are you, gracious God,  

creator of heaven and earth,  

you are the source of light and light  

for all your creation,  

you made us in your own image,  

and call us to new life in Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Therefore we praise you,  

joining our voices to proclaim the glory of your name. 

 

 

 

 

 



Sanctus and Benedictus       Hurd  

Cantor  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Celebrant  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

for the goodness and love  

you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people;  

in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. 
 

For in these last days you sent him  

to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil,  

and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  

a death he freely accepted, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you,  

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat:  

this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you:  

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

Response we remember his death, 

  we proclaim his resurrection, 

  we await his coming in glory; 



Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving  

  to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation,  

this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God,  

to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ  

and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,  

that we, made acceptable in him, 

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
 

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ,  

and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light 

where you dwell with all your children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  

and the author of our salvation; 
 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father,  

now and for ever. 

Response  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer        McNeil Robinson 

Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 

Cantor Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant  “I am the bread of life which has come down from heaven,”  

  says the Lord.  

Response  Give us this bread for ever.  

Celebrant “I am the vine, you are the branches.” 

Response May we dwell in him, as he lives in us. 

 

Agnus Dei           Hurd 

Cantor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

  have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

  have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

  grant us peace. 

 

Prayer after Communion  

Celebrant Let us pray. 

  Father,  

  your word and sacrament give us food and life.  

  May we who have shared in holy things  

  bear fruit to your honour and glory, 

  in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Response Amen. 

 

Doxology 

Celebrant Glory to God, 

Response whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.   

Glory to God from generation to generation,  

   in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Celebrant  The peace of God, which passes understanding,  

  keep your hearts and minds  

  in the knowledge and love of God, 

  and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  And the blessing of God Almighty, 

  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

  be with you all, and remain with you always. 

Response  Amen. 



Hymn 613: We lay our broken world    GARELOCHSIDE 
 

1 We lay our broken world  

 in sorrow at your feet,  

 haunted by hunger, war, and fear,  

 oppressed by power and hate, 
 

2 where human life seems less  

 than profit, might and pride: 

 though to unite us all in you,  

 you lived and loved and died. 
 

3 We bring our broken hopes  

 for lives of dignity;  

 workless and overworked you love,  

 and call us to be free. 
 

4 We bring our broken loves,  

 friends parted, families torn; 

 then in your life and death we see  

 that love must be reborn. 
 

5 We bring our broken selves,  

 confused and closed and tired;  

 then through your gift of healing grace  

 new purpose is inspired. 
 

6 Come fill us, Fire of God,  

 our life and strength renew;  

 find us in love and hope and trust,  

 and lift us up to you. 

 

Dismissal 

Deacon Go forth in peace, to love and serve the Lord.  

Response Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Announcements 

 

 

Postlude 

 

 

Coffee hour, on Zoom 

 



 

 

 

 
Hymn texts reproduced with permission under CCLI copyright license #11248960. 

 

Alleluia, refrain: Plainsong, mode vi 
 

Hymn 306, text: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), alt.; music: Thomas Haweis (1734-1820); adapt. 

Samuel Webbe the younger (1770?-1843). 
 

Hymn 592, text: Frank Mason North (1850-1935). alt. © The Sisterhood of St. John the Divine; 

music: William Gardiner (1770-1853), Sacred Melodies, 1815.  
 

Hymn 613, text: Anna Briggs (1947-) ©; music: Kenneth George Finlay (1882-1974), © 

Broomhill Church of Scotland, Glasgow. 

 

 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible: (NRSV) Anglicized Edition, copyright 1989, 1995 by the 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. 

 

Texts from the Book of Alternative Services are reproduced with permission under Copyright © 

2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. All rights reserved. Reproduced 

under license from ABC Publishing. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want more information about the parish,  

including our other weekly activities, 

our website is www.saintstephens.ca 
♦ 

You can also visit us at 

www.facebook.com/ststephen103  
♦ 

Contact our Rector, The Rev’d Maggie Helwig, at 

maggie@web.net 

(416) 526-5438 
♦ 

The Church of St. Stephen in-the-Fields 

ststepheninthefields@gmail.com 

Please consider making a financial contribution 

to Saint Stephen’s.   

Visit our website and look for the PayPal or 

Canada Helps buttons. 

If you require more information, e-mail 

parishsecretary.ststephen@gmail.com 

http://www.saintstephens.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/ststephen103
mailto:maggie@web.net
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