
The Church of Saint Stephen-in-the-Fields 
 

 

 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 25, 2021 

 
A great prophet has arisen among us!  

God has visited his people! 

Luke 7.16 

 

Celebrant: The Rev’d Maggie Helwig 

 



THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Prelude 
 

Greeting 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  

  and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

Response And also with you. 
 

Land Acknowledgement  

Celebrant  Though people may be joining us from many regions, we acknowledge 

that the Church of St. Stephen-in-the-Fields stands on occupied land, 

the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit (an 

Anishnaabe people), the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, and the Huron-

Wendat and Petun nations, land covered by the Dish With One Spoon 

wampum belt covenant. Treaty 13 and the Williams Treaty are also 

relevant to this territory.  

 We acknowledge that we have broken the treaties. We acknowledge the 

damage done by colonialism, and the role that our church has played in 

this, and we pledge ourselves to work for a future of justice and 

reconciliation. 
 

Hymn 606: There’s a wideness in God’s mercy       GOTT WILL’S MACHEN 

1 There’s a wideness in God’s mercy  

 like the wideness of the sea;  

 there’s a kindness in God’s justice  

 which is more than liberty. 
 

2 There is no place where earth’s sorrows  

 are more felt than up in heaven;  

 there is no place where earth’s failings  

 have such kindly judgement given. 
 

3 There is plentiful redemption  

 in the blood that has been shed;  

 there is joy for all the members  

 in the sorrows of the Head. 
 

4 Foolish hearts, why will you scatter  

 like a crowd of frightened sheep? 

 Fainting souls, why will you wander  

 from a love so true and deep? 

 



5 For the love of God is broader  

 than the measure of our mind,  

 and the heart of the Eternal  

 is most wonderfully kind. 

 

Collect for Purity 

Celebrant  Almighty God, 

  to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

  and from you no secrets are hidden.  

  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

  by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

  that we may perfectly love you,  

  and worthily magnify your holy name;  

  through Christ our Lord.  

Response Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution  
 

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ,  

  God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,  

  welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.  

  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.  
 

Celebrant Most merciful God,  

Response  we confess that we have sinned against you  

  in thought, word, and deed,  

  by what we have done, 

  and by what we have left undone. 

  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

  we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

  have mercy on us and forgive us, 

  that we may delight in your will,  

  and walk in your ways,  

  to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you,  

  pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  

  confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  

  and keep you in eternal life;  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Response  Amen. 



Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

Response And also with you. 

 

Gloria          Hurd 
 

Celebrant  Glory to God in the highest, 

Cantor and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly king,  

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

  in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God,  

the protector of all who trust in you,  

without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy,  

increase and multiply upon us your mercy,  

that with you as our ruler and guide,  

we may so pass through things temporal,  

that we lose not the things eternal;   

through Jesus Christ our Lord,    

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever. 
 

Cantor  Amen. 

 

 

 

 



LITURGY OF THE WORD 
A period of silence is observed after each reading and the homily. 

 

First Lesson: 2 Samuel 11.1-15 

Reader  A reading from the prophet Samuel. 

In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab with 

his officers and all Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged 

Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem.  

It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and was walking 

about on the roof of the king’s house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; 

the woman was very beautiful. David sent someone to inquire about the woman. It 

was reported, ‘This is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.’ 

So David sent messengers to fetch her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. 

(Now she was purifying herself after her period.) Then she returned to her house. 

The woman conceived; and she sent and told David, ‘I am pregnant.’ 

So David sent word to Joab, ‘Send me Uriah the Hittite.’ And Joab sent Uriah to 

David. When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab and the people fared, and 

how the war was going. Then David said to Uriah, ‘Go down to your house, and 

wash your feet.’ Uriah went out of the king’s house, and there followed him a 

present from the king. But Uriah slept at the entrance of the king’s house with all 

the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. When they told David, 

‘Uriah did not go down to his house’, David said to Uriah, ‘You have just come 

from a journey. Why did you not go down to your house?’ Uriah said to David, 

‘The ark and Israel and Judah remain in booths; and my lord Joab and the servants 

of my lord are camping in the open field; shall I then go to my house, to eat and to 

drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do 

such a thing.’ Then David said to Uriah, ‘Remain here today also, and tomorrow I 

will send you back.’ So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day. On the next day, 

David invited him to eat and drink in his presence and made him drunk; and in the 

evening he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but he did not 

go down to his house.  

In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. In the 

letter he wrote, ‘Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw 

back from him, so that he may be struck down and die.’ 

  
 

Reader  The word of the Lord. 

Response  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 



Psalm 14 Dixit insipiens 

 
 

Cantor 1 THE FOOL has said in his heart, “There is no God.” / 

  All are corrupt and commit abominable acts;  

   there is none who does any good. 

Cantor 2 The Lord looks down from heaven up-on us all, / 

  to see if there is any who is wise,  

   if there is one who seeks after God. 

Cantor 1 Every one has proved faith-lěss; all alike have turned bad; / 

  there is none who does good; no, not one. 

Cantor 2 Have they no knowledge, all those e-vil-do-ers / 

  who eat up my people like bread and do not call upon the Lord? 

Cantor 1 See how they trem-ble with fear, / 

  because God is in the company of the righ-teous. 

Cantor 2 Their aim is to confound the plans of the af-flict-ed, / 

  but the Lord is their re-fuge. 

Cantor 1 Oh, that Israel’s deliverance would come out of Zi-on! / 

  when the Lord restores the fortunes of his people,   

   Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad. 

 

Epistle: Ephesians 3.14-21 

Reader  A reading from the letter to the Ephesians. 

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in 

heaven and on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, 

he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through 

his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being 

rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, 

with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to 

know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with 

all the fullness of God.  

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly 

far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ 

Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Reader  The word of the Lord. 

Response  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



Gospel acclamation: Alleluia  
 

Cantor  Alleluia.  A great prophet has arisen among us!  God has visited  

  his people!  Alleluia. 

 

Gospeller  The Lord be with you. 

Response And also with you. 

Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John. 

Response Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Holy Gospel: John 6.1-21 

After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of 

Tiberias.  A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he 

was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his 

disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When he looked up 

and saw a large crowd coming towards him, Jesus said to Philip, ‘Where are we to 

buy bread for these people to eat?’ He said this to test him, for he himself knew 

what he was going to do. Philip answered him, ‘Six months’ wages would not buy 

enough bread for each of them to get a little.’ One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon 

Peter’s brother, said to him, ‘There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and 

two fish. But what are they among so many people?’ Jesus said, ‘Make the people 

sit down.’ Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about 

five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he 

distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they 

wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, ‘Gather up the fragments 

left over, so that nothing may be lost.’ So they gathered them up, and from the 

fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve 

baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, ‘This is 

indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.’  

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make 

him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.  

When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, got into a boat, and 

started across the lake to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come 

to them. The lake became rough because a strong wind was blowing. When they 

had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the lake and 

coming near the boat, and they were terrified. But he said to them, ‘It is I; do not 

be afraid.’ Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat 

reached the land towards which they were going.   
 

Gospeller  The Gospel of Christ. 

Response  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 



Homily  Mtr Maggie Helwig 

 

 

Nicene Creed  

Celebrant  Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

Response We believe in one God,  

  the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son  

he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

 



Intercessions  

Bidding  Knowing you are with us, 

Response We are not afraid. 

 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

Offertory hymn 442: Great God, your love has called us here     ST. PETERSBURG 
 

1 Great God, your love has called us here as we, by love, for love were made. 

 Your living likeness still we bear, through marred, dishonoured, disobeyed. 

 We come, with all our heart and mind, your call to hear, your love to find. 
 

2 We come with self-inflicted pains of broken trust and chosen wrong; 

 half-free, half-bound by inner chains; by social forces swept along, 

 by powers and systems close confined; yet seeking hope for humankind. 
 

3 Great God, in Christ you call our name and then receive us as your own  

 not through some merit, right, or claim, but by your gracious love alone. 

 We strain to glimpse your mercy seat and find you kneeling at our feet. 
 

4 Then take the towel, and break the bread, and humble us, and call us friends. 

 Suffer and serve till all are fed, and show how grandly love intends  

 to work till all creation sings, to fill all worlds, to crown all things. 
 

5 Great God, in Christ you set us free, your life to live, your joy to share. 

 Give us your Spirit’s liberty to turn from guilt and dull despair  

 and offer all that faith can do while love is making all things new. 

 
 

Prayer over the Gifts 

Celebrant O God, 

  accept all we offer you this day,  

  as we look toward the glory you have promised. 

  This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.   

Response Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 3 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

Cantor  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

Cantor  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Cantor  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 



Preface of the Lord’s Day 

Celebrant  Blessed are you, gracious God,  

creator of heaven and earth,  

  we give you thanks and praise 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

  who on this first day of the week  

  overcame death and the grave,  

  and by his glorious resurrection  

  opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

  In our unending joy 

  we echo on earth the song of the angels in heaven  

  as we raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name. 

 

Sanctus and Benedictus        Hurd  

Cantor  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Celebrant  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

for the goodness and love  

you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people;  

in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. 

For in these last days you sent him  

to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil,  

and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  

a death he freely accepted, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you,  

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat:  

this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 



After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you:  

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

Response we remember his death, 

  we proclaim his resurrection, 

  we await his coming in glory; 

Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving  

  to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God,  

to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ  

and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,  

that we, made acceptable in him, 

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ,  

and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light 

where you dwell with all your children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  

and the author of our salvation; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father,  

now and for ever. 

Response  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Lord’s Prayer        McNeil Robinson 

Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 

Cantor Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant  “I am the bread which has come down from heaven,”  

  says the Lord.  

Response  Give us this bread for ever.  

Celebrant  “I am the vine, you are the branches.” 

Response May we dwell in him, as he lives in us. 

 

 

Agnus Dei           Hurd 

Cantor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

  have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

  have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

  grant us peace. 

 

Prayer after Communion  

Celebrant Let us pray. 

  God of grace,  

  we have received the memorial  

  of the death and resurrection of your Son.  

  May your love, poured into us,  

  bring us to your promises.  

  We ask this in the name of our Redeemer Jesus Christ. 

Response Amen. 

 

 

 



Doxology 

Celebrant Glory to God, 

Response whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.   

Glory to God from generation to generation,  

   in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Celebrant  The peace of God, which passes understanding,  

  keep your hearts and minds  

  in the knowledge and love of God, 

  and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  And the blessing of God Almighty, 

  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

  be with you all, and remain with you always. 

Response  Amen. 

 

 

Hymn 361: Surely it is God who saves me            ECCE, DEUS 
 

1 Surely it is God who saves me;  

 I shall trust and have no fear. 

 For the Lord defends and shields me  

 and his saving help is near.  

 So rejoice as you draw water  

 from salvation’s healing spring;  

 in the day of your deliverance  

 thank the Lord, his mercies sing. 
 

2 Make God’s deeds know to the peoples;  

 tell out his exalted name.  

 Praise the Lord, who has done great things;  

 all his works God’s might proclaim. 

 Zion, lift your voice in singing;  

 for with you has come to dwell,  

 in your very midst, the great and  

 Holy One of Israel. 

  
 

 

 

 

 



 

Dismissal 

Deacon Go forth in peace, to love and serve the Lord.  

Response Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

 

Coffee hour, on Zoom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hymn texts reproduced with permission under CCLI copyright license #11248960. 

 

Hymn 606, text Frederick William Faber (1814-1863), alt; music: Melody Johan Ludwig Steiner 

(1688-1761). 
 

Hymn 442, text by Brian Wren (1936-), © 1977, 1995 Hope Publishing Co.; music: Dimitri 

Bortniansky (1751-1825); adapt. ‘Choralbuch’, Leipzig, 1825. 
 

Hymn 361, text: ‘Song of Thanksgiving’ (Is 12.2-6); para. Carl P. Daw, Jr. (1944-), Para. © 

1982 Hope Publishing Co.; music: Alfred V, Fedak (1953-), © 1990 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. 

 

 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible: (NRSV) Anglicized Edition, copyright 1989, 1995 by the 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. 

 

Texts from the Book of Alternative Services are reproduced with permission under Copyright © 

2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. All rights reserved. Reproduced 

under license from ABC Publishing. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want more information about the parish,  

including our other weekly activities, 

our website is www.saintstephens.ca 
♦ 

You can also visit us at 

www.facebook.com/ststephen103  
♦ 

Contact our Rector, The Rev’d Maggie Helwig, at 

maggie@web.net 

(416) 526-5438 
♦ 

The Church of St. Stephen in-the-Fields 

ststepheninthefields@gmail.com 

Please consider making a financial contribution 

to Saint Stephen’s.   

Visit our website and look for the PayPal or 

Canada Helps buttons. 

If you require more information, e-mail 

parishsecretary.ststephen@gmail.com 
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