
The Church of Saint Stephen-in-the-Fields 
 

 

 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 
June 13, 2021 

 
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand;  

repent, and believe in the gospel. 

Mark 1.15 

 

Celebrant: The Rev’d Maggie Helwig 

 



THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Prelude 

 

Greeting 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

  and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

Response And also with you. 

 

Land Acknowledgement  

Celebrant  Though people may be joining us from many regions, we acknowledge 

that the Church of St. Stephen-in-the-Fields stands on occupied land, 

the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit (an 

Anishnaabe people), the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, and the Huron-

Wendat and Petun nations, land covered by the Dish With One Spoon 

wampum belt covenant. Treaty 13 and the Williams Treaty are also 

relevant to this territory.  

 We acknowledge that we have broken the treaties. We acknowledge the 

damage done by colonialism, and the role that our church has played in 

this, and we pledge ourselves to work for a future of justice and 

reconciliation. 

 

Hymn 478: Almighty God, thy word is cast            ALBANO 

1 Almighty God, thy word is cast like seed into the ground: 

 now let the dew of heaven descend and righteous fruits abound. 
 

2 Let not the foe of righteousness this holy seed remove: 

 but give it root in every heart, to bring forth fruits of love. 
 

3 Let not the world’s deceitful cares the rising plant destroy:  

 but let it yield a hundredfold the fruits of peace and joy. 
 

4 Oft as the precious seed is sown thy quickening grace bestow,  

 that all whose souls the truth receive its saving power may know. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Collect for Purity 

Celebrant  Almighty God, 

  to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

  and from you no secrets are hidden.  

  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

  by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

  that we may perfectly love you,  

  and worthily magnify your holy name;  

  through Christ our Lord.  

Response Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution  
 

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ,  

  God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,  

  welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.  

  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.  
 

Celebrant Most merciful God,  

Response  we confess that we have sinned against you  

  in thought, word, and deed,  

  by what we have done, 

  and by what we have left undone. 

  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

  we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

  have mercy on us and forgive us, 

  that we may delight in your will,  

  and walk in your ways,  

  to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you,  

  pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  

  confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  

  and keep you in eternal life;  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Response  Amen. 

 

Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

Response And also with you. 

 



Gloria          Hurd 
 

Celebrant  Glory to God in the highest, 

Cantor and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

  in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God,  

by grace alone you call us  

and accept us in your service. 

Strengthen us by your Spirit,  

and make us worthy of your call; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

Cantor  Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
A period of silence is observed after each reading and the homily. 

 

First Lesson: 1 Samuel 15.34 – 16.13 

Reader  A reading from the prophet Samuel. 

Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. 

Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over 

Saul. And the Lord was sorry that he had made Saul king over Israel.  

The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected 

him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you 

to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.’ 

Samuel said, ‘How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.’  



And the Lord said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and say, “I have come to sacrifice to 

the Lord.” Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and 

you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.’ Samuel did what the Lord 

commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him 

trembling, and said, ‘Do you come peaceably?’ He said, ‘Peaceably; I have come 

to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.’ 

And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.  

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed is 

now before the Lord.’ But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance 

or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not 

see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the 

heart.’ Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, 

‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And 

he said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ Jesse made seven of his sons pass 

before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen any of these.’ 

Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the 

youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.’ And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring 

him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.’ He sent and brought him in. 

Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, 

‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.’ Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and 

anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came 

mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to 

Ramah. 
 

Reader  The word of the Lord. 

Response  Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 20 Exaudiat te Dominus 

 
Cantor 1 MAY THE Lord answer you in the day of trou-ble, / 

    the Name of the God of Ja-cob dë-fend you; 

Cantor 2 Send you help from his ho-ly place / 

    and strengthen you out öf Zi-on; 

Cantor 1 Remember all your of-fer-ings /  

   and accept your bürnt sa-criˆfice; 

Cantor 2 Grant you your heart’s de-sire / 

    and pros-per äll your plans. 

Cantor 1 We will shout for joy at your victory and triumph  

     in the Name of our God; / 

    may the Lord grant äll your reˆquests. 



Cantor 2 Now I know that the Lord gives victory  

     to his a-noint-ed; / 

    he will answer him out of his holy heaven, with the  

     victorious strength of hïs right hand. 

Cantor 1 Some put their trust in chariots and some in hors-es, / 

    but we will call upon the Name of the Lörd our God. 

Cantor 2 They collapse and fall down, / 

    but we will arise and ständ up-right.  

Cantor 1 O Lord, give victory to the king / 

    and answer us whën we call. 

 

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 5.6-17 

Reader  A reading from the second letter to the Corinthians. 

So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the 

body we are away from the Lord— for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do 

have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the 

Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For 

all of us must appear before the judgement seat of Christ, so that each may receive 

recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil.  

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we 

ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your 

consciences. We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an 

opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast 

in outward appearance and not in the heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for 

God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ urges us on, 

because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. And he 

died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him 

who died and was raised for them.  

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 

though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer 

in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 

passed away; see, everything has become new! 
 

Reader  The word of the Lord. 

Response  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gospel acclamation: Alleluia  
 

Cantor  Alleluia.   The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 

  repent, and believe in the gospel.   Alleluia. 

 

 



Gospeller  The Lord be with you. 

Response And also with you. 

Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark. 

Response Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Holy Gospel: Mark 4.26-34 

Jesus said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 

ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and 

grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the 

head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in 

with his sickle, because the harvest has come.’  

He also said, ‘With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable 

will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is 

the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes 

the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air 

can make nests in its shade.’  

With many such parables Jesus spoke the word to the crowd, as they were able to 

hear it; he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in 

private to his disciples. 
 

Gospeller  The Gospel of Christ. 

Response  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Homily  Esther Townshend 

 

 

Nicene Creed  

Celebrant  Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

Response We believe in one God,  

  the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

 

 



For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son  

he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

Intercessions  

Bidding  Lord of heaven, 

Response Let the kingdom grow. 

 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

Offertory hymn 434: The love of Jesus calls us        AURELIA 
 

1 The love of Jesus calls us our joyous praise to sing; 

 our deeply felt thanksgivings we now together bring, 

 for all God’s many blessings, unasked yet still received,  

 and for the generations who faithfully believed. 
 

2 The love of Jesus calls us, that we may always be  

 companions on a journey, where all the world may see  

 that serving Christ is freedom which time does not destroy;  

 where Christ’s command is duty, and every duty joy. 



 
 

3 The love of Jesus calls us to go where he would go,  

 to challenge all that limits, to change, to learn, to grow,  

 to know that Christ has freed us, that prisons are no more;  

 for those who seek his kingdom, Christ opens every door. 
 

4 The love of Jesus calls us in swiftly changing days, 

 to be God’s co-creators in new and wondrous ways; 

 that God with all God’s children may so transform the earth,  

 that love and peace and justice may give God’s kingdom birth. 

 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 

Celebrant Loving God,  

  before the world began you called us.  

  Make holy all we offer you this day,  

  and strengthen us in that calling. 

  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

Response Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 3 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

Cantor  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

Cantor  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Cantor  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface of the Lord’s Day 

Celebrant  Blessed are you, gracious God,  

creator of heaven and earth,  

  you are the source of light and life for all your creation, 

  you made us in your own image, 

  and call us to new life in Jesus Christ our Saviour.  

  Therefore we praise you,  

  as we raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name. 

 

 

 

 

 



Sanctus and Benedictus        Proulx  

Cantor  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 

Celebrant  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

for the goodness and love  

you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people;  

in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh,  

Jesus your Son. 

For in these last days you sent him  

to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil,  

and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  

a death he freely accepted, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you,  

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat:  

this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you:  

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

Response we remember his death, 

  we proclaim his resurrection, 

  we await his coming in glory; 

 



Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving  

  to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God,  

to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ  

and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,  

that we, made acceptable in him, 

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ,  

and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light 

where you dwell with all your children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  

and the author of our salvation; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father,  

now and for ever. 

Response  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer        McNeil Robinson 

Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 

Cantor Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant  “I am the bread of life,” says the Lord. 

  “Whoever comes to me will never be hungry;  

  whoever believes in me will never thirst.”  

Response  Taste and see that the Lord is good;  

  happy are they who trust in him! 



Agnus Dei           Senshur 

Cantor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

  have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

  have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

  grant us peace. 

 

Prayer after Communion  

Celebrant Let us pray. 

  Gracious God, 

  our hands have taken holy things;  

  our lives have been nourished by the body of your Son.  

  May we who have eaten at this holy table  

  be strengthened for service in your world.  

  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

Response Amen. 

 

Doxology 

Celebrant Glory to God, 

Response whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.   

Glory to God from generation to generation,  

   in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Celebrant  The peace of God, which passes understanding,  

  keep your hearts and minds  

  in the knowledge and love of God, 

  and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  And the blessing of God Almighty, 

  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

  be with you all, and remain with you always. 

Response  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn 546: God moves in a mysterious way            LONDON NEW 
 

1 God moves in a mysterious way 

 his wonders to perform;  

 he plants his footsteps in the sea  

 and rides upon the storm. 
 

2 Deep in unfathomable mines  

 of never-failing skill  

 he treasures up his bright designs  

 and works his sovereign will. 
 

3 Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;  

 the clouds ye so much dread  

 are big with mercy, and shall break  

 in blessings on your head. 
 

4 Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,  

 but trust him for his grace;  

 behind a frowning providence  

 he hides a smiling face. 
 

5 His purposes will ripen fast,  

 unfolding every hour;  

 the bud may have a bitter taste,  

 but sweet will be the flower. 
 

6 Blind unbelief is sure to err  

 and scan his work in vain;  

 God is his own interpreter  

 and he will make it plain. 

 

Dismissal 

Deacon Go forth in peace, to love and serve the Lord.  

Response Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

Coffee hour discussion, on Zoom 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Hymn texts reproduced with permission under CCLI copyright license #11248960. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible: (NRSV) Anglicized Edition, copyright 1989, 1995 by the 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. 

 

Texts from the Book of Alternative Services are reproduced with permission under Copyright © 

2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. All rights reserved. Reproduced 

under license from ABC Publishing. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want more information about the parish,  

including our other weekly activities, 

our website is www.saintstephens.ca 
♦ 

You can also visit us at 

www.facebook.com/ststephen103  
♦ 

Contact our Rector, The Rev’d Maggie Helwig, at 

maggie@web.net 

(416) 526-5438 
♦ 

The Church of St. Stephen in-the-Fields 

ststepheninthefields@gmail.com 

Please consider making a financial contribution 

to Saint Stephen’s.   

Visit our website and look for the PayPal or 

Canada Helps buttons. 

If you require more information, e-mail 

parishsecretary.ststephen@gmail.com 
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