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Ascension Sunday 
May 16, 2021 

 
Go and make disciples of all nations, says the Lord; 

I am with you always, to the close of the age. 

Matthew 28.19, 20 

 

Celebrant: The Rev’d Maggie Helwig 



ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Prelude 
 

Easter Greeting 

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Response He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

Celebrant  May his grace and peace be with you. 

Response  May he fill our hearts with joy. 
 

Land Acknowledgement  

Celebrant  Though people may be joining us from many regions, we acknowledge 

that the Church of St. Stephen-in-the-Fields stands on occupied land, 

the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit (an 

Anishnaabe people), the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, and the Huron-

Wendat and Petun nations, land covered by the Dish With One Spoon 

wampum belt covenant. Treaty 13 and the Williams Treaty are also 

relevant to this territory.  

 We acknowledge that we have broken the treaties. We acknowledge the 

damage done by colonialism, and the role that our church has played in 

this, and we pledge ourselves to work for a future of justice and 

reconciliation. 

 

Hymn 248: And have the bright immensities              THE THIRD TUNE (C.P. 191) 

1 And have the bright immensities received our risen Lord, 

 where light-years frame the Pleiades and point Orion’s sword? 

 Do flaming suns his footsteps trace through corridors sublime, 

 the Lord of interstellar space and conqueror of time? 
 

2 The heaven that hides Christ from our sight knows neither near nor far; 

 an altar candle sheds its light as surely as a star. 

 And where his loving people meet to share the gift divine, 

 there stands he with unhurrying feet; there heavenly splendours shine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Collect for Purity 

Celebrant  Almighty God, 

  to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

  and from you no secrets are hidden.  

  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration  

  of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  

  and worthily magnify your holy name;  

  through Christ our Lord.  

Response Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution  
 

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ,  

  God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,  

  welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.  

  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.  

Celebrant Most merciful God,  

Response  we confess that we have sinned against you  

  in thought, word, and deed,  

  by what we have done, 

  and by what we have left undone. 

  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

  we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

  have mercy on us and forgive us, 

  that we may delight in your will,  

  and walk in your ways,  

  to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you,  

  pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  

  confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  

  and keep you in eternal life;  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Response  Amen. 

 

Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

Response And also with you. 

 

 



Gloria          Hurd 
 

Celebrant  Glory to God in the highest, 

Cantor and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly king,  

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit, 

  in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God,  

your Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven 

that he might rule over all things as Lord. 

Keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit 

and in the bond of his peace, 

and bring the whole of creation 

to worship at his feet, 

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever. 
 

Cantor  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LITURGY OF THE WORD 
A period of silence is observed after each reading and the homily. 

 

First Lesson: Acts 1.1-11 

Reader  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 

beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 

through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he 

presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them 

over the course of forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While 

staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the 

promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; for John 

baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 

from now.’  

So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you 

will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times 

or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ When he had 

said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 

sight. While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two 

men in white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand 

looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 

heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ 
 

Reader  The word of the Lord. 

Response  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Psalm 47 Omnes gentes, plaudite 

 
Cantor 1 CLAP YOUR hands, all you peo-ples; /  

  shout to God with a cry ofˆjoy. 

Cantor 2 For the Lord Most High is to be feared; / 

  he is the great King ov-er all theˆearth. 

Cantor 1 He subdues the peoples under us, / 

  and the nations un-der our feet. 

Cantor 2 He chooses our inheritance for us, / 

  the pride of Ja-cob whom heˆloves. 

 



Cantor 1 God has gone up with a shout, / 

  the Lord with the sound of the ram’s-horn. 

Cantor 2 Sing praises to God, sing prais-es; / 

  sing praises to our King, sing prais-es. 

Cantor 1 For God is King of all the earth; / 

  sing prais-es with all yourˆskill. 

Cantor 2 God reigns over the na-tions; / 

  God sits up-on his ho-lyˆthrone. 

Cantor 1 The nobles of the peoples have gathered to-ge-ther; /    

  with the people of the God of A-braˆham. 

Cantor 2 The rulers of the earth belong to God, / 

  and he is high-ly ex-al-ted. 

 

Epistle: Ephesians 1.15-23 

Reader  A reading from the letter to the Ephesians. 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, 

and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 

prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 

you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the 

eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 

called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and 

what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to 

the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he 

raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 

far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name 

that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all 

things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 

which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.  
 

Reader  The word of the Lord. 

Response  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gospel acclamation: Alleluia  

Cantor  Alleluia.  Go and make disciples of all nations, says the Lord;  

  I am with you always, to the close of the age.  Alleluia. 

 

Gospeller  The Lord be with you. 

Response And also with you. 

Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 

Response Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 



Holy Gospel: Luke 24.44-53 

Then Jesus said to the disciples, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I 

was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 

prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to 

understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah 

is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and 

forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you 

what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with 

power from on high.’  

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 

While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into 

heaven. And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and 

they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 

Gospeller  The Gospel of Christ. 

Response  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily  Mtr. Maggie Helwig 

 

Motet:   If ye love me        Thomas Tallis 
 

If ye love me, keep my commandments, 

and I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter. 

That he may bide with you forever:  E’en the sp’rit of truth. 

 

Nicene Creed  

Celebrant  Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

Response We believe in one God,  

  the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

 

 

 



For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son  

he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

Intercessions  

Bidding  As announced. 

Response As announced. 

 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

Offertory hymn 378: Crown him with many crowns   DIADEMATA 
 

1 Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon the throne: 

 hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own! 

 Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,  

 and hail him as thy matchless King through all eternity. 
 

2 Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave,  

 and rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save. 

 His glories now we sing who died and rose on high,  

 who died eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die. 
 



3 Crown him the Lord of peace, whose power a sceptre sways  

 from pole to pole, that wars may cease, absorbed in prayer and praise.  

 His reign shall know no end; and round his piercèd feet  

 fair flowers of paradise extend their fragrance ever sweet. 
 

4 Crown him the Lord of love; behold his hands and side,  

 rich wounds yet visible above, in beauty glorified.  

 All hail, Redeemer, hail! and thou hast died for me;  

 thy praise shall never, never fail throughout eternity. 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 

Celebrant Eternal God,  

  our Saviour Jesus Christ   

  has promised to be with us until the end of time.  

  Accept all we offer you this day,  

  and renew us in his transfigured life;  

  for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Response Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 3 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

Cantor  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

Cantor  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Cantor  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface of Ascension 

Celebrant  Blessed are you, gracious God,  

creator of heaven and earth,  

  we give you thanks and praise  

through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who after his glorious resurrection  

appeared to his disciples,  

and in their sight ascended into heaven  

to prepare a place for us;  

that where he is, there we might also be,  

and reign with him in glory. 

Therefore we praise you with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven, 

who for ever sing this hymn  

to proclaim the glory of your name. 



Sanctus and Benedictus        Proulx  

Cantor  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Celebrant  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

for the goodness and love  

you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people;  

in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh,  

Jesus your Son. 

For in these last days you sent him  

to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil,  

and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  

a death he freely accepted, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you,  

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat:  

this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you:  

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

Response we remember his death, 

  we proclaim his resurrection, 

  we await his coming in glory; 

 

 



Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving  

  to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God,  

to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ  

and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,  

that we, made acceptable in him, 

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ,  

and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light 

where you dwell with all your children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  

and the author of our salvation; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father,  

now and for ever. 

Response  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer        McNeil Robinson 

Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 

Cantor Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant  Lord, we died with you on the cross. 

Response  Now we are raised to new life. 
 

Celebrant We were buried in your tomb. 

Response Now we share in your resurrection.  

Celebrant  Live in us, that we may live in you. 



Agnus Dei           Senshur 

Cantor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

  have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

  have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

  grant us peace. 

 

Prayer after Communion  

Celebrant Let us pray. 

  Eternal Giver of love and power,  

  your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world  

  to preach the gospel of his kingdom. 

  Confirm in us this mission,  

  and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Response Amen. 

 

Doxology 

Celebrant Glory to God, 

Response whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.   

Glory to God from generation to generation,  

   in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Celebrant  The peace of God, which passes understanding,  

  keep your hearts and minds  

  in the knowledge and love of God, 

  and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  And the blessing of God Almighty, 

  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

  be with you all, and remain with you always. 

Response  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn 245: O Lord most high, eternal king    GONFALON ROYAL 
 

1 O Lord most high, eternal king,  

 by thee redeemed thy praise we sing. 

 The bonds of death are burst by thee,  

 and grace has won the victory. 
 

2 Ascending to the sapphire throne,  

 thou claim’st the kingdom as thine own;  

 and angels wonder when they see  

 how changed is our humanity. 
 

3 Be thou our joy, O mighty Lord,  

 as thou wilt be our great reward;  

 and all our glory be in thee  

 both now and through eternity. 
 

4 O risen Christ, ascended Lord,  

 all praise to thee let earth accord,  

 who art, while endless ages run,  

 with Father and with Spirit, one. 

 Alleluia! 

 

Dismissal 

Deacon Go forth in peace, to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. 

Response Thanks be to God. Alleluia.  

 

Announcements 

 

Invitation to Zoom coffee hour discussion  

 

Postlude 

 

 Coffee hour on Zoom 

 

Hymn texts reproduced with permission under CCLI copyright license #11248960. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible: (NRSV) Anglicized Edition, copyright 1989, 1995 by the 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. 

 

Texts from the Book of Alternative Services are reproduced with permission under Copyright © 

2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. All rights reserved. Reproduced 

under license from ABC Publishing. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want more information about the parish,  

including our other weekly activities, 

our website is www.saintstephens.ca 
♦ 

You can also visit us at 

www.facebook.com/ststephen103  
♦ 

Contact our Rector, The Rev’d Maggie Helwig, at 

maggie@web.net 

(416) 526-5438 
♦ 

The Church of St. Stephen in-the-Fields 

ststepheninthefields@gmail.com 

Please consider making a financial contribution 

to Saint Stephen’s.   

Visit our website and look for the PayPal or 

Canada Helps buttons. 

If you require more information, e-mail 

parishsecretary.ststephen@gmail.com 

http://www.saintstephens.ca/
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mailto:maggie@web.net
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