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Second Sunday of Easter 
April 11, 2021 

 
Have you believed, Thomas, because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe. 

John 20.29 

 

Celebrant: The Rev’d Maggie Helwig 



ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Prelude 
 

Easter Greeting 

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Response He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

Celebrant  May his grace and peace be with you. 

Response  May he fill our hearts with joy. 
 

Land Acknowledgement  

Celebrant  Though people may be joining us from many regions, we acknowledge 

that the Church of St. Stephen-in-the-Fields stands on occupied land, 

the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit (an 

Anishnaabe people), the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, and the Huron-

Wendat and Petun nations, land covered by the Dish With One Spoon 

wampum belt covenant. We acknowledge that we have broken the 

treaties. We acknowledge the damage done by colonialism, and the role 

that our church has played in this, and we pledge ourselves to work for 

a future of justice and reconciliation. 

 

Hymn 224: Awake, arise, lift up your voice               RICHMOND 

1 Awake, arise, lift up your voice, let Easter music swell; 

 rejoice in Christ, again rejoice and on his praises dwell. 
 

2 Oh, with what gladness and surprise the saints their Saviour greet; 

 nor will they trust their ears and eyes but by his hands and feet: 
 

3 those hands of liberal love indeed in infinite degree, 

 those feet still free to move and bleed for millions and for me. 
 

4 His enemies had sealed the stone as Pilate gave them leave, 

 lest dead and friendless and alone he should their skill deceive. 
 

5 O Dead arise! O Friendless stand by seraphim adored! 

 O Solitude again command your host from heaven restored! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Collect for Purity 

Celebrant  Almighty God, 

  to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

  and from you no secrets are hidden.  

  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration  

  of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  

  and worthily magnify your holy name;  

  through Christ our Lord.  

Response Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution  
 

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ,  

  God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,  

  welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.  

  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.  

Celebrant Most merciful God,  

Response  we confess that we have sinned against you  

  in thought, word, and deed,  

  by what we have done, 

  and by what we have left undone. 

  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

  we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

  have mercy on us and forgive us, 

  that we may delight in your will,  

  and walk in your ways,  

  to the glory of your name.  Amen. 
 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you,  

  pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  

  confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  

  and keep you in eternal life;  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Response  Amen. 

 

Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

Response And also with you. 

 

 

 



Gloria          Hurd 
 

Celebrant  Glory to God in the highest, 

Cantor and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

  in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty and eternal God,  

the strength of those who believe  

and the hope of those who doubt,  

may we, who have not seen, have faith  

and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing,  

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

Cantor  Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
A period of silence is observed after each reading and the homily. 

 

First Lesson: Acts 4.32-35 

Reader  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no 

one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was 

held in common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the 

resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a 

needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and 

brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 

distributed to each as any had need.  

Reader  The word of the Lord. 

Response  Thanks be to God.  

 



Psalm 133 Ecce, quam bonum 

 
Cantor 1  O, HOW good and pleasant it is, / 

    when brethren live toge-ther in ü-niˆ-ty! 

Cantor 2 It is like fine oil upon the head /  

    that runs down up-ön theˆbeard, 

Cantor 1 Upon the beard of Aa-ron, / 

    and runs down upon the col-lar öf hisˆrobe. 

Cantor 2 It is like the dew of Her-mon  

    that falls upon the hills of Zï-on.  

Cantor 1 For there the Lord has ordained the bless-ing /  

    -- life for ëv-erˆ-more. 

 

Epistle: 1 John 1.1 – 2.2 

Reader  A reading from the first epistle of John. 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we 

have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, 

concerning the word of life— this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify 

to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed 

to us— we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have 

fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son 

Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.  

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light 

and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him 

while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk 

in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 

the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, 

we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is 

faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If 

we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.  

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 

anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 

and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the 

sins of the whole world.  

Reader  The word of the Lord. 

Response  Thanks be to God. 

 

 



Gospel acclamation: Alleluia  

Cantor  Alleluia.  Have you believed, Thomas, because you have seen me? 

  Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.  Alleluia. 

 

Gospeller  The Lord be with you. 

Response And also with you. 

Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John. 

Response Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Holy Gospel: John 20.19-31 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 

house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed 

them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 

Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 

you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the 

Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 

sins of any, they are retained.’  

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 

when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he 

said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in 

the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’  

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace 

be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. 

Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas 

answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed 

because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 

come to believe.’  

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life 

in his name.  

Gospeller  The Gospel of Christ. 

Cantor  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily  Mtr. Maggie Helwig 

 

 

 

 



Nicene Creed  

Celebrant  Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

Response We believe in one God,  

  the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son  

he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

Intercessions  

Bidding  My Lord and my God! 

Response My Lord and my God! 

 



CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

Offertory hymn: Come, all God’s children    O FILII ET FILIAE 
 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

1 Come, all God’s children, let us sing!  

 The King of heaven, the glorious king, 

 o’er death today rose triumphing.  Alleluia!  
 

2 That night the apostles met in fear; 

 amidst them came their Lord most dear,  

 and said, “My peace be on all here.”  Alleluia! 
 

3 When Thomas first the tidings heard, 

 how they had seen the risen Lord, 

 he doubted the disciples’ word.  Alleluia! 
 

4 “My piercèd side, O Thomas, see;  

 behold my hands, my feet,” said he; 

 “not faithless, but believing be.”  Alleluia! 
 

5 No longer Thomas then denied; 

 he saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

 “Thou art my Lord and God,” he cried.  Alleluia! 
 

6 How blest are they who have not seen,  

 and yet whose faith has constant been, 

 for they eternal life shall win.  Alleluia! 
 

7 On this most holy day of days, 

 to God your hearts and voices raise 

 in laud and jubilee and praise.  Alleluia! 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 

Celebrant God of grace,  

  you have freed us from our sins  

  and made us a kingdom in your Son  

  Jesus Christ our Lord.  

  Accept all we offer you this day,  

  and strengthen us in the new life you have given us. 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Response Amen. 
 

 

 

 



Eucharistic Prayer 3 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

Cantor  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

Cantor  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Cantor  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface of Easter 

Celebrant  Blessed are you, gracious God,  

creator of heaven and earth,  

  because you bid your faithful people   

  we give you thanks and praise  

  for the glorious resurrection of your Son 

  Jesus Christ the Lord;  

  for he is the true paschal lamb  

  who has taken away the sin of the world.  

  By his death he destroyed death,  

  and by his rising to life again  

  he has won for us eternal life.  

  Therefore, joining our voices  

  with the whole company of heaven,  

  we sing our joyful hymn of praise  

  to proclaim the glory of your name. 

 

Sanctus and Benedictus        Proulx  

Cantor  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Celebrant  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

for the goodness and love you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people;  

in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. 

 

 

 

 



For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate  

from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil,  

and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  

a death he freely accepted, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you,  

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you:  

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

Response we remember his death, 

  we proclaim his resurrection, 

  we await his coming in glory; 

Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving  

  to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ  

and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,  

that we, made acceptable in him, 

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ,  

and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light 

where you dwell with all your children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  

and the author of our salvation; 

 

 



by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father,  

now and for ever. 

Response  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer        McNeil Robinson 

Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 

Cantor Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant  Lord, we died with you on the cross. 

Response  Now we are raised to new life. 
 

Celebrant We were buried in your tomb. 

Response Now we share in your resurrection.  

Celebrant  Live in us, that we may live in you. 

 

Agnus Dei           Senshur 

Cantor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

  have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

  have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

  grant us peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer after Communion  

Celebrant Let us pray. 

  Father, 

  we have seen with our eyes  

  and touched with our hands  

  the bread of life. 

  Strengthen our faith  

  that we may grow in love for you and for each other; 

  through Jesus Christ the risen Lord. 

Response Amen. 

 

Doxology 

Celebrant Glory to God, 

Response whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.   

Glory to God from generation to generation,  

   in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Celebrant  The peace of God, which passes understanding,  

  keep your hearts and minds  

  in the knowledge and love of God, 

  and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  And the blessing of God Almighty, 

  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

  be with you all, and remain with you always. 

Response  Amen. 

 

Hymn 231: That Eastertide with joy was bright   LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 

1 That Eastertide with joy was bright;  

 the sun shone out with fairer light,  

  alleluia, alleluia! 

 when, to their longing eyes restored,  

 the apostles saw their risen Lord. 

  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

2 He bade them see his hands, his side,  

 where yet the glorious wounds abide;  

  alleluia… 

 the tokens true which made it plain  

 their Lord indeed was risen again. 

  Alleluia… 



3 From every weapon death can wield  

 thine own redeemed forever shield;  

  alleluia… 

 O Lord of all, with us abide  

 in this our joyful Eastertide.  

  Alleluia...  
 

4 Jesus, the king of gentleness,  

 do thou thyself our hearts possess,  

  alleluia… 

 that we may give thee all our days  

 the tribute of our grateful praise. 

  Alleluia… 

 

Dismissal 

Deacon Go forth in peace, to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. 

Response Thanks be to God. Alleluia.  

 

Announcements 

 

Invitation to “coffee hour”  

 

Postlude 

 

 

“Coffee hour” on Zoom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hymn texts reproduced with permission under CCLI copyright license #11248960. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible: (NRSV) Anglicized Edition, copyright 1989, 1995 by the 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. 

 

Texts from the Book of Alternative Services are reproduced with permission under Copyright © 

2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. All rights reserved. Reproduced 

under license from ABC Publishing. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want more information about the parish,  

including our other weekly activities, 

our website is www.saintstephens.ca 
♦ 

You can also visit us at 

www.facebook.com/ststephen103  
♦ 

Contact our Rector, The Rev’d Maggie Helwig, at 

maggie@web.net 

(416) 526-5438 
♦ 

The Church of St. Stephen in-the-Fields 

ststepheninthefields@gmail.com 

Please consider making a financial contribution 

to Saint Stephen’s.   

Visit our website and look for the PayPal or 

Canada Helps buttons. 

If you require more information, e-mail 

parishsecretary.ststephen@gmail.com 
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mailto:maggie@web.net
mailto:ststepheninthefields@gmail.com
mailto:parishsecretary.ststephen@gmail.com

