
The Church of Saint Stephen-in-the-Fields 
 

 

 

First Sunday after Christmas   
December 27, 2020 

 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts; let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 

Colossians 3.15, 16 
 

Celebrant: The Rev’d Maggie Helwig 



ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Prelude 

 

Greeting 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

  and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

Response And also with you. 

 

Land Acknowledgement  

Celebrant  Though people may be joining us from many regions, we acknowledge that the 

Church of St. Stephen-in-the-Fields stands on occupied land, the traditional territory 

of the Mississaugas of the Credit (an Anishnaabe people), the Haudenosaunee 

Confederacy, and the Huron-Wendat and Petun nations, land covered by the Dish 

With One Spoon wampum belt covenant. We acknowledge that we have broken the 

treaties. We acknowledge the damage done by colonialism, and the role that our 

church has played in this, and we pledge ourselves to work for a future of justice 

and reconciliation. 

 

 

Hymn 151: All poor folk and humble    OLWEN 

1 All poor folk and humble, all lame folk who stumble,  

 come haste ye, and be not afraid;  

 for Jesus, our treasure, whose love passes measure,  

 in lowly poor manger was laid. 

 Though wise men who found him laid rich gifts around him,  

 yet oxen they gave him their hay;  

 and Jesus in beauty accepted their duty;  

 contented in manger he lay. 

 Then haste we to show him the praises we owe him;  

 our service he ne’er can despise,  

 whose love still is able to show us that stable 

 where softly in manger he lies. 
 

2 The Christ child will lead us, the good Shepherd feed us,  

 and with us abide till his day. 

 Then hatred he’ll banish, then sorrow will vanish,  

 and death and despair flee away. 

 And he shall reign ever, and nothing shall sever  

 from us the great love of our King. 

 His peace and his pity shall bless his fair city;  

 his praises we ever shall sing. 

  Then haste we to show him… 

 

 
 

 

 



Collect for Purity 

Celebrant  Almighty God, 

  to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

  and from you no secrets are hidden.  

  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration  

  of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  

  and worthily magnify your holy name;  

  through Christ our Lord.  

Response Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution  
 

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ,  

  God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,  

  welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.  

  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.  

Celebrant: Most merciful God,  

Response:  we confess that we have sinned against you  

  in thought, word, and deed,  

  by what we have done, 

  and by what we have left undone. 

  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

  we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

  have mercy on us and forgive us, 

  that we may delight in your will,  

  and walk in your ways,  

  to the glory of your name.  Amen. 
 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you,  

  pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  

  confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  

  and keep you in eternal life;  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Response:  Amen. 

 

Peace 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

Response And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gloria          Hurd 
 

Celebrant  Glory to God in the highest, 

Cantor   and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

  in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God,  

you have shed upon us the new light  

of your incarnate Word. 

May this light, enkindled in our hearts,  

shine forth in our lives; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,   

one God, now and for ever. 

Cantor  Amen. 

 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

First Lesson: Isaiah 61.10 – 62.3 

Reader:  A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me 

with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 

bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as 

the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the 

Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.  

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her 

vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The nations shall see 

your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the 

mouth of the Lord will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal 

diadem in the hand of your God. 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord. 

Response:  Thanks be to God.  

 

 



Psalm 148: Laudate Dominum 

 
 

Cantor 1 HAL-LE lujah! Praise the Lord from the hea-vens; / 

   praise him inˆthe hëights. 

Cantor 2 Praise him, all you an-gels of his; / 

   praise him, allˆhis höst. 

Cantor 1 Praise him, sunˆand moon; / 

   praise him, all you shin-ing stärs. 

Cantor 2 Praise him, hea-venˆof hea-vens, / 

   and you waters a-bove the hea-vëns. 

Cantor 1 Let them praise the Name of the Lord; / 

   for he commanded, and they were cre-a-tëd. 

Cantor 2 He made them stand fast for ev-erˆand ev-er; / 

   he gave them a law which shall not passˆa-wäy. 

Cantor 1 Praise the Lord from the earth, / 

   you sea-mons-ters andˆall dëeps; 

Cantor 2 Fire and hail, snow and fog, / 

   tempestuous wind, do-ing his wïll; 

Cantor 1 Moun-tainsˆand all hills, / 

   fruit trees and all ce-därs; 

Cantor 2 Wild beasts andˆall cat-tle, / 

   creeping things and wing-ˆèd bïrds; 

Cantor 1 Kings of the earth and all peo-ples, / 

   princes and all ru-lers ofˆthe wörld; 

Cantor 2 Young men and maid-ens, / 

   old and young to-ge-thër. 

Cantor 1 Let them praise the Name of the Lord, / 

   for his Name only is exalted, his splendor is over earth and hea-vën. 

Cantor 2 He has raised up strength for his people and praise  

    for all his loy-al ser-vants, / 

  the children of Israel, a people who are near him.  Hal-le-lu-jäh! 

 
Epistle: Galatians 4.4-7 

Reader:  A reading from the letter to the Galatians. 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 

in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 

And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! 

Father!’ So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
 

Reader:  The word of the Lord. 

Response:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



Gospel acclamation: Alleluia  

Cantor   Alleluia.  Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts; let the word of Christ 

dwell in you richly.  Alleluia. 
 

Gospeller  The Lord be with you. 

Response And also with you. 

Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 

Response Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Holy Gospel: Luke 2.22-40 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to 

Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male 

shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated 

in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’  

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 

looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been 

revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 

Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the 

child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and 

praised God, saying, ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your 

word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all 

peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’  

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon 

blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of 

many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 

revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’  

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great 

age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age 

of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and 

day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who 

were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.  

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to 

their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the 

favour of God was upon him.  

Gospeller  The Gospel of Christ. 

Response  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily:  Mtr. Maggie Helwig 

 

Nicene Creed  

Celebrant  Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

Response We believe in one God,  

  the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 



God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son  

he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

Intercessions  
 

Bidding  As announced. 

Response As announced. 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

Offertory hymn 117: Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming            ES IST EIN’ROS 
 

1 Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung. 

 of Jesse’s lineage coming as seers of old have sung. 

 It came, a blossom bright amid the cold of winter,  

 when half spent was the night. 
 

2 Isaiah ’twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind;  

 with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 

 To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Saviour,  

 when half spent was the night. 
 

3 O Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air,  

 dispel in glorious splendour the darkness everywhere;  

 true man, yet very God, from sin and death now save us,  

 and share our every load. 



Prayer over the Gifts 
 

Celebrant God of light, 

  In the birth of your Son we see your glory. 

  May we who share in this mystery  

  grow daily in your love. 

  This we ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

Response Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 3 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

Cantor  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

Cantor  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Cantor  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface of Christmas 

Celebrant  Blessed are you, gracious God,  

  creator of heaven and earth; 

  we give you thanks and praise  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

  who in the mystery of his incarnation 

  was made perfect man  

  of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother;  

  in him we have seen a new and radiant vision of your glory. 

  Therefore with all the angels of heaven,  

  we lift our voices and sing our joyful hymn of praise  

  to proclaim the glory of your name. 

 

Sanctus and Benedictus        Proulx  

Cantor  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Celebrant  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

for the goodness and love you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people;  

in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate  

from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil,  

and made us worthy to stand before you. 



In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  

a death he freely accepted, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you,  

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

Response we remember his death, 

  we proclaim his resurrection, 

  we await his coming in glory; 

Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ  

and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,  

that we, made acceptable in him, 

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light where you dwell with all your children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  

and the author of our salvation; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 

Response  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer        McNeil Robinson 

Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 

Cantor  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and for ever.  Amen. 



Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant  We break the bread of life; 

  and that life is the light of the world. 

Response  God here among us,  

  light in the midst of us,  

  bring us to light and life. 

 

Agnus Dei           Senshur 

Cantor  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace. 
 

Prayer after Communion  

Celebrant Source of truth and joy,   

  may we who have received the gift of divine life  

  always follow the way of your Son. 

  This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

Response Amen. 

 

Doxology 
 

Celebrant Glory to God, 

Response whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.   

Glory to God from generation to generation,  

   in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Blessing 
 

Celebrant  The peace of God, which passes understanding,  

  keep your hearts and minds  

  in the knowledge and love of God, 

  and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  And the blessing of God Almighty, 

  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

  be with you all, and remain with you always. 

Response  Amen. 

 

Hymn 266: Lord, let your servant go in peace     SONG 34 
 

1 Lord, let your servant go in peace: your promises have been fulfilled;  

 your saving power has been displayed before the face of all the world. 
 

2 My eyes have seen salvation’s dawn: the Sun of life ascending bright;  

 your people’s glory evermore, the nations’ everlasting light. 

 

 

Dismissal 
 

Deacon Go forth in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 

Response Thanks be to God.  



Announcements 

 

Invitation to “coffee hour”  
 

Postlude 

 

“Coffee hour” on Zoom 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want more information about the parish,  

including our other weekly activities, 

our website is www.saintstephens.ca 
♦ 

You can also visit us at 

www.facebook.com/ststephen103  
♦ 

Contact our Rector, The Rev’d Maggie Helwig, at 

maggie@web.net 

(416) 526-5438 
♦ 

The Church of St. Stephen in-the-Fields 

ststepheninthefields@gmail.com 

Please consider making a financial contribution 

to Saint Stephen’s.   

Visit our website and look for the PayPal or 

Canada Helps buttons. 

If you require more information, e-mail 

parishsecretary.ststephen@gmail.com 

http://www.saintstephens.ca/
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mailto:maggie@web.net
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