
The Church of Saint Stephen-in-the-Fields 
 

 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent  
December 20, 2020 

 

I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to his word. 

Luke 1.38 
 

Celebrant: The Rev’d Maggie Helwig 



ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Prelude 

 

Greeting 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

  and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

Response And also with you. 

 

Land Acknowledgement  

Celebrant  Though people may be joining us from many regions, we acknowledge that the 

Church of St. Stephen-in-the-Fields stands on occupied land, the traditional territory 

of the Mississaugas of the Credit (an Anishnaabe people), the Haudenosaunee 

Confederacy, and the Huron-Wendat and Petun nations, land covered by the Dish 

With One Spoon wampum belt covenant. We acknowledge that we have broken the 

treaties. We acknowledge the damage done by colonialism, and the role that our 

church has played in this, and we pledge ourselves to work for a future of justice 

and reconciliation. 

 

Hymn 267: The God whom earth and sea and sky   O AMOR QUAM ECSTATICUS 

1 The God whom earth and sea and sky  

 adore and laud and magnify,  

 whose might they own, whose praise they swell,  

 in Mary’s womb vouchsafed to dwell. 
 

2 The Lord whom sun and moon obey,  

 whom all things serve from day to day,  

 was borne upon a maiden’s breast 

 who fullest heavenly grace possessed. 
 

3 How blest that mother, in whose shrine  

 the world’s Creator, Lord divine,  

 whose hand contains the earth and sky,  

 vouchsafed, as in his ark, to lie;  
 

4 blest in the message Gabriel brought,  

 blest by the work the Spirit wrought;  

 from whom the great Desire of earth  

 took human flesh and human birth. 
 

5 O Lord, the virgin-born, to thee  

 eternal praise and glory be,  

 whom in the Godhead we adore  

 forever and for evermore. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Collect for Purity 

Celebrant  Almighty God, 

  to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

  and from you no secrets are hidden.  

  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration  

  of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  

  and worthily magnify your holy name;  

  through Christ our Lord.  

Response Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution  
 

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ,  

  God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,  

  welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.  

  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.  

Celebrant: Most merciful God,  

Response:  we confess that we have sinned against you  

  in thought, word, and deed,  

  by what we have done, 

  and by what we have left undone. 

  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

  we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

  have mercy on us and forgive us, 

  that we may delight in your will,  

  and walk in your ways,  

  to the glory of your name.  Amen. 
 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you,  

  pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  

  confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  

  and keep you in eternal life;  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Response:  Amen. 

 

Peace 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

Response And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Collect of the Day 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father,  

who chose the Virgin Mary, full of grace,  

to be the mother of our Lord and Saviour,  

now fill us with your grace,  

that we in all things may embrace your will  

and with her rejoice in your salvation;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever. 

Cantor  Amen. 

 

Collect of Advent 

Celebrant Almighty God,  

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness  

and put on the armour of light,  

now in the time of this mortal life  

in which your Son Jesus Christ  

came to us in great humility,  

that on the last day,  

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty  

to judge both the living and the dead,  

we may rise to the life immortal;  

through him who lives and reigns  

with you and the Holy Spirit,   

one God, now and for ever. 
Cantor  Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

First Lesson: 2 Samuel 7.1-11, 16 

Reader:  A reading from the prophet Samuel. 

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his 

enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See now, I am living in a house of 

cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.’ Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all that you have in 

mind; for the Lord is with you.’  

But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus 

says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since 

the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in 

a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever 

speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people 

Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house of cedar?’ Now therefore thus you shall say 

to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following 

the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and 

have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the 

name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant 



them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall 

afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; 

and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord 

will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; 

your throne shall be established for ever. 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord. 

Response:  Thanks be to God.  

 

Canticle 18:  The Song of Mary (Luke 1.47-55)  

 

 
 

 

Cantor 1 MY SOUL proclaims the greatness of the Lǒrd, 
   my spirit rejoices in God my Sa-viour; / 

  for he has looked with favour on his low-ly ser-vant. 

Cantor 2 FROM THIS day all generations will call me bles-sed: /  

  the Almighty has done great things for me, and ho-ly is hisˆname. 

Cantor 1 HE HAS mercy on those who fear him /  

  in every ge-ne-ra-tion. 

Cantor 2 HE HAS shown the strength of his arm, /  

  he has scattered the proud in their conˆceit. 

Cantor 1 HE HAS cast down the mighty from their thrones, /  

  and has lifted up the low-ly. 

Cantor 2 HE HAS filled the hungry with good things, /  

  and the rich he has sent a-way emp-ty. 

Cantor 1 HE HAS come to the help of his servant Is-raˆel, /  

  for he has remembered his pro-mise of mer-cy, 

Cantor 2 THE PROM-ise he made to our fa-thers, /  

  to Abraham and his child-ren for-ev-er. 

 
Epistle: Romans 16.25-27 

Reader:  A reading from the letter to the Romans. 

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus 

Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now 

disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the 

command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— to the only wise God, 

through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory for ever! Amen. 
 

Reader:  The word of the Lord. 

Response:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gradual: An Advent Prose       Mode i 

Antiphon: Drop down, ye heavens, from above,  

  and let the skies pour down righteousness. 
 

Cantor 1  Be not wroth very sore, O Lord, 

neither remember iniquity forever: 

thy holy cities are a wilderness,  

Zion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation: 

our holy and our beautiful house, 

where our fathers praised thee.   
 

Cantor 2  Drop down, ye heavens, from above,  

 and let the skies pour down righteousness. 
 

Cantor 1 We have sinned, and are as an unclean thing, 

and we all do fade as a leaf; 

our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away; 

thou hast hid thy face from us: 

and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities. 
 

Cantor 2 Drop down, ye heavens, from above,  

 and let the skies pour down righteousness. 
 

Cantor 1 Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, 

and my servant, whom I have chosen; 

that ye may know me and believe me: 

I, even I, am the Lord, 

and beside me there is no Saviour: 

and there is none that can deliver out of my hand. 
 

Cantor 2 Drop down, ye heavens, from above,  

 and let the skies pour down righteousness. 
 

Cantor 1 Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, 

my salvation shall not tarry: 

I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions: 

fear not, for I will save thee: 

for I am the Lord thy God, 

the Holy One of Israel, thy Redeemer.  
 

Cantor 2 Drop down, ye heavens, from above,  

   and let the skies pour down righteousness. 
 

Gospeller  The Lord be with you. 

Response And also with you. 

Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 

Response Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Holy Gospel: Luke 1.26-38 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 

virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 

Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she 

was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel 

said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will 



conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will 

be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 

David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ 

Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy 

Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 

child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in 

her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 

barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the 

Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 

Gospeller  The Gospel of Christ. 

Response  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily:  Mtr. Maggie Helwig 

 

Nicene Creed  

Celebrant  Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

Response We believe in one God,  

  the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son  

he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

 



We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

Intercessions  
 

Bidding  As announced. 

Response As announced. 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

Offertory hymn: Gabriel’s Message            BASQUE TRADITIONAL, ARR. EDGAR PETTMAN 
 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came,  

His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame: 

‘All hail,’ said he, ‘thou lowly maiden Mary,  

Most highly favoured lady!’ Gloria! 
 

‘For known, a blessed Mother thou shalt be,  

All generations laud and honour thee: 

Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold  

Most highly favoured lady!’ Gloria! 
 

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head. 

‘To me be as it pleaseth God!’ she said. 

‘My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name.’ 

Most highly favoured lady!  Gloria! 
 

Of her Emmanuel, the Christ, was born,  

In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,  

And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 

Most highly favoured lady!  Gloria! 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 

Celebrant Gracious God, 

  by the power of the Spirit  

  who sanctified the mother of your Son,  

  make holy all we offer you this day. 

  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

Response Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 3 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

Cantor  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

Cantor  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Cantor  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 



Preface of Advent  

Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God,  

  creator of heaven and earth; 

  we give you thanks and praise 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

  who in the fullness of time came among us in our flesh,  

  and opened to us the way of salvation. 

  Now we watch for the day when he will come again  

  in power and great triumph to judge this world,  

  that we, without shame or fear,  

  may rejoice to behold his appearing. 

  Therefore we praise you,  

  joining our voices with angels and archangels  

  and with all the company of heaven, 

  who for ever sing this hymn  

  to proclaim the glory of your name. 

 

Sanctus and Benedictus        Hurd  

Cantor  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Celebrant  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

for the goodness and love you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people;  

in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate  

from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil,  

and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  

a death he freely accepted, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you,  

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

 

 



After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

Response we remember his death, 

  we proclaim his resurrection, 

  we await his coming in glory; 

Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ  

and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,  

that we, made acceptable in him, 

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light where you dwell with all your children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  

and the author of our salvation; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 

Response  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer        McNeil Robinson 

Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 

Cantor  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant  God of promise, 

  you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom.  

Response  Happy are those who are called  

  to the supper of the Lamb. 
 

 



Agnus Dei           Hurd 

Cantor  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace. 
 

Prayer after Communion  

Celebrant Faithful God,   

  in this sacrament we receive the promise of salvation. 

  May we, like the Virgin Mary,  

  be obedient to your will. 

  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

Response Amen. 

 

Doxology 
 

Celebrant Glory to God, 

Response whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.   

Glory to God from generation to generation,  

   in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Blessing 
 

Celebrant  The peace of God, which passes understanding,  

  keep your hearts and minds  

  in the knowledge and love of God, 

  and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  And the blessing of God Almighty, 

  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

  be with you all, and remain with you always. 

Response  Amen. 

 

Hymn: O come, O come, Emmanuel        TUNE: CP 89, VENI EMMANUEL 
 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel 

 that mourns in lonely exile here until the son of God appear. 

  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

2 O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 

from depths of hell thy people save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.  

  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

3 O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine Advent here; 

 disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

4 O come, thou Key of David, come and open wide our heav’nly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. 

  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

5 O come, O come, thou Lord of might, who to thy tribes from Sinai’s height, 

in ancient times didst give the law in cloud, and majesty, and awe. 

  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 



Dismissal 
 

Deacon Go forth in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 

Response Thanks be to God.  

 

Announcements 

 

Invitation to “coffee hour”  
 

Postlude 

 

“Coffee hour” 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want more information about the parish,  

including our other weekly activities, 

our website is www.saintstephens.ca 
♦ 

You can also visit us at 

www.facebook.com/ststephen103  
♦ 

Contact our Rector, The Rev’d Maggie Helwig, at 

maggie@web.net 

(416) 526-5438 
♦ 

The Church of St. Stephen in-the-Fields 

ststepheninthefields@gmail.com 

Please consider making a financial contribution 

to Saint Stephen’s.   

Visit our website and look for the PayPal or 

Canada Helps buttons. 

If you require more information, e-mail 

parishsecretary.ststephen@gmail.com 
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