
The Church of Saint Stephen-in-the-Fields 
 

 

 

Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost  
November 8, 2020 

 

Watch and be ready,  

for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 

Matthew 24.42, 44 
 

Celebrant: The Rev’d Maggie Helwig 



ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Prelude 

 

Greeting 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

  and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

Response And also with you. 

 

Land Acknowledgement  

Celebrant  Though people may be joining us from many regions, we acknowledge that the 

Church of St. Stephen-in-the-Fields stands on occupied land, the traditional territory 

of the Mississaugas of the Credit (an Anishnaabe people), the Haudenosaunee 

Confederacy, and the Huron-Wendat and Petun nations, land covered by the Dish 

With One Spoon wampum belt covenant. We acknowledge that we have broken the 

treaties. We acknowledge the damage done by colonialism, and the role that our 

church has played in this, and we pledge ourselves to work for a future of justice 

and reconciliation. 

 

Hymn 599: Awake! Awake! Fling off the night    CHURCH TRIUMPHANT 
 

1 Awake! Awake! Fling off the night, for God has sent a glorious light, 

 and we who live in Christ’s new day must works of darkness put away. 
 

2 Awake and sing, with praises strong, in psalm and hymn and spirit-song. 

 Let love our words and works renew with all that’s good and right and true. 
 

3 Let in the light; all sin expose to Christ, whose life no darkness knows.  

 Before the cross expectant kneel, that Christ may judge, and judging, heal. 
 

4 Then rise as children of the light. Be neither proud, nor hide from sight.  

 Be careful how you live, and wise to sift the truth from cunning lies. 
 

5 Through Christ give thanks to God and say to other sleepers on the way: 

 “Awake, and rise up from the dead that Christ may shine on you instead!” 

 

 

Prayers for Peace  

Celebrant  We meet in the presence of God.  

   We commit ourselves to work in penitence and faith   

   for reconciliation between the nations,  

   that all people  may, together, live in freedom, justice and peace.  

   We pray for all who, in bereavement, disability and pain,  

   continue to suffer the consequences of violence.  

   We remember all those whose lives have been lost to war.  

[Silence] 

 

 

 

 



Celebrant  Let us commit ourselves and our lives  

   to God's work of peace and justice.  

   Will you strive for all that makes for peace?  

Response  We will.  

Celebrant  Will you seek to heal the wounds of war?  

Response  We will.  

Celebrant  Will you work for a just future for all humanity?  

Response  We will.  

Celebrant  Almighty and everlasting God,  

   who would have the kingdoms of the world  

   become the kingdom of your son Jesus Christ,  

   we ask your blessing on all those who work  

   for peace and justice among the nations,  

   that the day may soon come when war shall be no more,   

   and you shall take all nations for your own,  

   through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Response Amen. 

 

Collect for Purity 

Celebrant  Almighty God, 

  to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

  and from you no secrets are hidden.  

  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration  

  of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  

  and worthily magnify your holy name;  

  through Christ our Lord.  

Response Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution  
 

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ,  

  God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,  

  welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.  

  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.  

Celebrant: Most merciful God,  

Response:  we confess that we have sinned against you  

  in thought, word, and deed,  

  by what we have done, 

  and by what we have left undone. 

  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

  we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

  have mercy on us and forgive us, 

  that we may delight in your will,  

  and walk in your ways,  

  to the glory of your name.  Amen. 
 



Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you,  

  pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  

  confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  

  and keep you in eternal life;  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Response:  Amen. 

 

Peace 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

Response And also with you. 

 

Gloria           Hurd 
 

Celebrant  Glory to God in the highest, 

Cantor   and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Eternal God,  

who caused all holy scriptures  

to be written for our learning,  

grant us so to hear them,  

read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them,  

that we may embrace and ever hold fast  

the blessed hope of everlasting life,  

which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

Cantor  Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

First Lesson: Amos 5.18-24 

Reader:  A reading from the prophet Amos. 

Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! Why do you want the day of the Lord? It is 

darkness, not light; as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear; or went into the house 

and rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. Is not the day of the Lord darkness, 



not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight 

in your solemn assemblies. Even though you offer me your burnt-offerings and grain-offerings, I 

will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon.  

Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. But let 

justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.  
 

Reader: The word of the Lord. 

Response:  Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 70: Deus, in adjutorium  

 
Cantor 1 BE PLEASED, O God, to de-li-verˆme; / 

   O Lord, make haste to help me. 

Cantor 2 Let those who seek my life be ashamed and altogether dis-mayed; / 

   let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disˆ-graced. 

Cantor 1 Let those who say to me, “Aha!” and gloat over me turn back, / 

   be-cause they are aˆ-shamed. 

Cantor 2 Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad inˆyou; / 

   let whose who love your salvation say for ev-er, “Great is theˆLord.” 

Cantor 1 But as for me, I am poor and nee-dy / 

   come to me speed-i-ly, OˆGod. 

Cantor 2 You are my helper and my de-li-verˆer; / 

   O Lord, do not tar-ry. 

 

Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 4.13-18 

Reader:  A reading from the first letter to the Thessalonians. 

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so 

that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and 

rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we 

declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of 

the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of 

command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from 

heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught 

up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord 

for ever. Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
 

Reader:  The word of the Lord. 

Response:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel acclamation: Alleluia  

Cantor  Alleluia.  Watch and be ready, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 

  coming.   Alleluia. 
 

Gospeller  The Lord be with you. 

Response And also with you. 

Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 

Response Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



Holy Gospel: Matthew 25.1-13 

Jesus said, ‘Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and 

went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish 

took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As 

the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a 

shout, “Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” Then all those bridesmaids got 

up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, “Give us some of your oil, for our 

lamps are going out.” But the wise replied, “No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you 

had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” And while they went to buy it, the 

bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the 

door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, “Lord, lord, open to us.” But he 

replied, “Truly I tell you, I do not know you.” Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the 

day nor the hour.’  
 

Gospeller  The Gospel of Christ. 

Response  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily:  Mtr. Maggie Helwig 

 

Nicene Creed  

Celebrant  Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

Response We believe in one God,  

  the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life, 



who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son  

he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

Intercessions  
 

Bidding Waken us, Lord, 

Response To understand your love. 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

Offertory hymn 484: In Christ there is no east or west             MCKEE 
 

1 In Christ there is no east or west, in Christ no south or north, 

 but one great fellowship of love throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

2 In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find,  

 whose service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 
 

3 Join hands, disciples of the faith, whate’er your race may be;  

 who serves my God in truth and love is surely kin to me. 
 

4 In Christ now meet both east and west, in Christ meet south and north;  

 all faithful souls are joined in one throughout the whole wide earth. 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 

Celebrant Gracious God, 

  your word to us is food indeed.  

  Receive all we offer you this day,  

  and let your loving-kindness be our comfort,  

  for the sake of Jesus Christ, your living Word. 

Response Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 3 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

Cantor  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

Cantor  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Cantor  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

 

 

 



Preface of The Lord’s Day  

Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God,  

  creator of heaven and earth; 

  we give you thanks and praise 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

  who on this first day of the week  

  overcame death and the grave,  

  and by his glorious resurrection  

  opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

  In our unending joy 

  we echo on earth the song of the angels in heaven  

  as we raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name. 

 

Sanctus and Benedictus        Proulx  

Cantor  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Celebrant  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

for the goodness and love you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people;  

in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil,  

and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  

a death he freely accepted, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you,  

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

 

 



Response we remember his death, 

  we proclaim his resurrection, 

  we await his coming in glory; 

Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ  

and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, 

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light where you dwell with all your children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  

and the author of our salvation; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 

Response  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 

Cantor  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant  “I am the bread of life,” says the Lord. 

  “Whoever comes to me will never be hungry;  

  whoever believes in me will never thirst.”  

Response  Taste and see that the Lord is good;  

  happy are they who trust in him! 

 

Agnus Dei           Senshur 

Cantor  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace. 

 

 

 



Prayer after Communion  

Celebrant Living God,   

  in the eucharist you fill us with new hope. 

  May the power of your love,  

  which we have known in word and sacrament,  

  continue your saving work among us,  

  and bring us to the joy you promise. 

  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Response Amen. 

 

Doxology 
 

Celebrant Glory to God, 

Response whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.   

Glory to God from generation to generation,  

   in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 

Celebrant  The peace of God, which passes understanding,  

  keep your hearts and minds  

  in the knowledge and love of God, 

  and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  And the blessing of God Almighty, 

  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

  be with you all, and remain with you always. 

Response  Amen. 

 

Hymn 575: Let streams of living justice     THAXTED 
 

1 Let streams of living justice flow down upon earth; 

 give freedom’s light to captives, let all the poor have worth. 

 The hungry’s hands are pleading, the workers claim their rights, 

 the mourners long for laughter, the blinded seek for sight. 

 Make liberty a beacon, strike down the iron power;  

 abolish ancient vengeance; proclaim your people’s hour. 
 

2 The dreaded disappearance of family and friend;  

 the torture and the silence, the fear that knows no end;  

 the mother with her candle, the child who holds a gun; 

 the old one nursing hatred; all seek release to come. 

 Each candle burns for freedom; each lights a tyrant’s fall; 

 each flower placed for martyrs gives tongue to silenced call. 
 

3 For healing of the nations for peace that will not end,  

 for love that makes us lovers, God grand us grace to mend. 

 Weave our varied gifts together; knit our lives as they are spun; 

 on your loom of time enroll us till our thread of life is run. 

 O great Weaver of our fabric bind church and world in one;  

 dye our texture with your radiance, light our colours with your sun. 



 

4 Your city’s built to music; we are the stones you seek; 

 your harmony is language; we are the words you speak. 

 Our faith we find in service, our hope in other’s dreams,  

 our love in hand of neighbour: our homeland brightly gleams.  

 Inscribe our hearts with justice; your—way the path untried;  

 your truth—the heart of stranger; your life—the Crucified. 

 

Dismissal 
 

Deacon Go forth in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 

Response Thanks be to God.  

 

Announcements 

 

Invitation to “coffee hour”  
 

Postlude: ‘Death and Transfiguration’ (excerpt)   R. Strauss 

 

“Coffee hour” 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want more information about the parish,  

including our other weekly activities, 

our website is www.saintstephens.ca 
♦ 

You can also visit us at 

www.facebook.com/ststephen103  
♦ 

Contact our Rector, The Rev’d Maggie Helwig, at 

maggie@web.net 

(416) 526-5438 
♦ 

The Church of St. Stephen in-the-Fields 

ststepheninthefields@gmail.com 

Please consider making a financial contribution 

to Saint Stephen’s.   

Visit our website and look for the PayPal or 

Canada Helps buttons. 

If you require more information, e-mail 

parishsecretary.ststephen@gmail.com 

http://www.saintstephens.ca/
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mailto:maggie@web.net
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