
The Church of Saint Stephen-in-the-Fields 
 

 

 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 13, 2020 

 

A new commandment I give to you,  

that you love one another as I have loved you. 

John 13.34 
 

Celebrant: The Rev’d Maggie Helwig 



ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Prelude   

 

Greeting 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

  and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

Response And also with you. 

 

Land Acknowledgement  

Celebrant  Though people may be joining us from many regions, we acknowledge that the 

Church of St. Stephen-in-the-Fields stands on occupied land, the traditional territory 

of the Mississaugas of the Credit (an Anishnaabe people), the Haudenosaunee 

Confederacy, and the Huron-Wendat and Petun nations, land covered by the Dish 

With One Spoon wampum belt covenant. We acknowledge that we have broken the 

treaties. We acknowledge the damage done by colonialism, and the role that our 

church has played in this, and we pledge ourselves to work for a future of justice 

and reconciliation. 

 

Hymn 345: King of glory, King of peace     GWALCHMAI 
 

1 King of glory, King of peace, I will love thee; 

 and that love may never cease, I will move thee. 

 Thou hast granted my request, thou hast heard me; 

 thou didst note my working breast, thou hast spared me. 
 

2 Wherefore with my utmost art I will sing thee, 

 and the cream of all my heart I will bring thee. 

 Though my sins against me cried, thou didst clear me; 

 and alone, when they replied, thou didst hear me.  
 

3 Seven whole days, not one in seven, I will praise thee; 

 in my heart, though not in heaven, I can raise thee. 

 Small it is, in this poor sort to enrol thee: 

 even eternity’s too short to extol thee. 

 

Collect for Purity 

Celebrant  Almighty God, 

  to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

  and from you no secrets are hidden.  

  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration  

  of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  

  and worthily magnify your holy name;  

  through Christ our Lord.  

Response Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Confession and Absolution  
 

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ,  

  God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,  

  welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.  

  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.  

 

Celebrant: Most merciful God,  

Response:  we confess that we have sinned against you  

  in thought, word, and deed,  

  by what we have done, 

  and by what we have left undone. 

  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

  we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

  have mercy on us and forgive us, 

  that we may delight in your will,  

  and walk in your ways,  

  to the glory of your name.  Amen. 
 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you,  

  pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  

  confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  

  and keep you in eternal life;  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Response:  Amen. 

 

Peace 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

Response And also with you. 

 

Gloria           Hurd 
 

Celebrant  Glory to God in the highest, 

Cantor   and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

 

 



Collect of the Day 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God, 

you call your Church to witness 

that in Christ we are reconciled to you. 

Help us so to proclaim the good news of your love,  

that all who hear it may turn to you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Cantor  Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

First Lesson: Exodus 14.19-31 

Reader:  A reading from the book Exodus. 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the 

pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the 

army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up 

the night; one did not come near the other all night.  

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east 

wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went 

into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The 

Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot 

drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the 

Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that 

they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is 

fighting for them against Egypt.’  

Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come 

back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.’ So Moses stretched out his 

hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before 

it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and 

the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of 

them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a 

wall for them on their right and on their left.  

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the 

seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared 

the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.  
 

Reader: The word of the Lord. 

Response:  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 114: In exitu Israel  

 

 
 

Cantor 1  HÄL-lelujah! When Israel came out of E-gypt, /  

    the house of Jacob from a people of strange spëech. 

Cantor 2 Judah became God’s sanc-tu-a-ry /  

    and Israel his do-mi-nïon.  

Cantor 1 The sea be-held it and fled; /   

   Jordan turned and went bäck. 

Cantor 2 The moun-tains skïpped like rams, /   

    and the little hills like young shëep. 

Cantor 1 What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? /  

     O Jordan, that you turned bäck? 

Cantor 2 You mountains, that you skïpped like rams? /   

    you little hills like young shëep? 

Cantor 1 Tremble, O earth at the pre-sence ofˆthe Lord, /   

    at the presence of the God of Ja-cöb. 

Cantor 2 Who turned the hard rock into a pool of wa-ter /  

    and flintstone into a flow-ing sprïng. 

 

Epistle: Romans 14.1-12 

Reader:  A reading from the letter to the Romans. 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling over opinions. Some 

believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise 

those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgement on those who eat; for God has 

welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgement on servants of another? It is before their own 

lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.  

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be 

fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honour of the Lord. 

Also those who eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who 

abstain, abstain in honour of the Lord and give thanks to God.  

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if 

we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to 

this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.  

Why do you pass judgement on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother 

or sister? For we will all stand before the judgement seat of God. For it is written, 

‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.’  

So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
 

Reader:  The word of the Lord. 

Response:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



Gospel acclamation: Alleluia  

Cantor  Alleluia.   A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another as I 

  have loved you.   Alleluia. 
 

Gospeller  The Lord be with you. 

Response And also with you. 

Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 

Response Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 18.21-35 

Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how 

often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell 

you, seventy-seven times.  

‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 

accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents 

was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his 

wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees 

before him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of pity for 

him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went 

out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the 

throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” Then his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with him, 

“Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” But he refused; then he went and threw him into 

prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow-slaves saw what had happened, they were 

greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord 

summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you 

pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?” 

And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he should pay his entire debt. So my 

heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from 

your heart.’   
 

Gospeller  The Gospel of Christ. 

Response  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily:  Mtr. Maggie Helwig 

 

Nicene Creed  

Celebrant  Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

Response We believe in one God,  

  the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 



For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son  

he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

   

Intercessions  
 

Bidding  

Response  

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

Offertory hymn 66: And now, O Father, mindful of the love    UNDE ET MEMORES 
 

1 And now, O Father, mindful of the love that bought us once for all on Calvary’s tree, 

 and having with us him that pleads above, we here present, we here spread forth to thee 

 that only offering perfect in thine eyes, the one true, pure, immortal sacrifice.  
 

2 Look, Father, look on his anointed face, and only look on us as found in him; 

 look not on our mis-usings of thy grace, our prayer so languid, and our faith so dim. 

 For lo! Between our sins and their reward we set the passion of thy Son our Lord. 
 

3 And then for those, our dearest and our best, by this prevailing presence we appeal: 

 O fold them closer to thy mercy’s breast; O do thine utmost for their souls’ true weal; 

 from tainting mischief keep them pure and clear, and crown thy gifts with strength to persevere. 
 

4 And so we come: O draw us to thy feet, most patient Saviour, who canst love us still; 

 and by this food, so awesome and so sweet, deliver us from every touch of ill. 

 In thine own service make us glad and free, and grant us nevermore to part with thee. 

 

 



Prayer over the Gifts 
 

Celebrant Holy God, 

  accept all we offer you this day. 

  May we who are reconciled at this table   

  bring wholeness to our broken world. 

  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

Response Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 3 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

Cantor  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

Cantor  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Cantor  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface of the Lord’s Day  

Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God,  

  creator of heaven and earth; 

  we give you thanks and praise 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

  who on this first day of the week  

  overcame death and the grave,  

  and by his glorious resurrection  

  opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

  In our unending joy 

  we echo on earth the song of the angels in heaven  

  as we raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name. 

 

Sanctus and Benedictus         Proulx  

Cantor  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Celebrant  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

for the goodness and love you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people;  

in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil,  

and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 



out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  

a death he freely accepted, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you,  

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

Response we remember his death, 

  we proclaim his resurrection, 

  we await his coming in glory; 

Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ  

and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, 

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light where you dwell with all your children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  

and the author of our salvation; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 

Response  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 

Cantor  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and for ever.  Amen. 

 



Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant  “I am the bread of life,” says the Lord. 

  “Whoever comes to me will never be hungry;  

  whoever believes in me will never thirst.”  

Response  Taste and see that the Lord is good;  

  happy are they who trust in him! 

 

Agnus Dei           Senshur 

Cantor  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace. 

 

Prayer after Communion  

Celebrant God of peace,  

  in this eucharist we have been reconciled  

  to you and to our neighbours. 

  May we who have been nourished by holy things  

  always have the courage to forgive.  

  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.. 

Response Amen. 

 

Doxology 
 

Celebrant Glory to God, 

Response whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.   

Glory to God from generation to generation,  

   in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 

Celebrant  The peace of God, which passes understanding,  

  keep your hearts and minds  

  in the knowledge and love of God, 

  and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  And the blessing of God Almighty, 

  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

  be with you all, and remain with you always. 

Response  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn 455: Dear God, compassionate and kind      REPTON 
 

1 Dear God, compassionate and kind, forgive our foolish ways. 

 Re-clothe us in our rightful mind, in purer lives thy service find,  

 in deeper reverence, praise. 
 

2 In simple trust like theirs who heard, beside the Syrian sea,  

 the gracious calling of the Lord, let us, like them, without a word  

 rise up and follow thee. 
 

3 O Sabbath rest by Galilee! O calm of hills above,  

 where Jesus knelt to share with thee the silence of eternity 

 interpreted by love. 
 

4 Drop thy still dews of quietness till all our strivings cease;  

 take from our souls the strain and stress, and let our ordered lives confess  

 the beauty of thy peace. 
 

5 Breathe through the heats of our desire thy coolness and thy balm; 

 let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,  

 O still small voice of calm. 

 

Dismissal 
 

Deacon Go forth in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 

Response Thanks be to God.  

 

Announcements 

 

Invitation to “coffee hour”  
 

Postlude 

 

“Coffee hour” 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want more information about the parish,  

including our other weekly activities, 

our website is www.saintstephens.ca 
♦ 

You can also visit us at 

www.facebook.com/ststephen103  
♦ 

Contact our Rector, The Rev’d Maggie Helwig, at 

maggie@web.net 

(416) 526-5438 
♦ 

The Church of St. Stephen in-the-Fields 

ststepheninthefields@gmail.com 

Please consider making a financial contribution 

to Saint Stephen’s.   

Visit our website and look for the PayPal or 

Canada Helps buttons. 

If you require more information, e-mail 

parishsecretary.ststephen@gmail.com 

http://www.saintstephens.ca/
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