The Church of Saint Stephen-in-the-Fields

Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost
November 15, 2020
I am the vine, you are the branches, says the Lord.
Those who abide in me, and I in them, bear much fruit.
John 15.5
Celebrant: The Rev’d Maggie Helwig

ORDER OF SERVICE
Prelude
Greeting
Celebrant
Response

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.

Land Acknowledgement
Celebrant
Though people may be joining us from many regions, we acknowledge that the
Church of St. Stephen-in-the-Fields stands on occupied land, the traditional territory
of the Mississaugas of the Credit (an Anishnaabe people), the Haudenosaunee
Confederacy, and the Huron-Wendat and Petun nations, land covered by the Dish
With One Spoon wampum belt covenant. We acknowledge that we have broken the
treaties. We acknowledge the damage done by colonialism, and the role that our
church has played in this, and we pledge ourselves to work for a future of justice
and reconciliation.
Hymn 551: My faith looks up to thee
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OLIVET

My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Calvary,
Saviour divine.
Now hear me while I pray; take all my guilt away.
O let me from this day be wholly thine.
May thy rich grace impart strength to my fainting heart,
my zeal inspire.
As thou hast died for me, O may my love to thee
pure, warm, and changeless be, a living fire.
While life’s dark maze I tread, and griefs around me spread,
be thou my guide;
bid darkness turn to day, wipe sorrow’s tears away,
nor let me ever stray from thee aside.
When ends life’s transient dream, when death’s cold sullen stream
shall o’er me roll,
blest Saviour, then, in love, fear and distrust remove;
O bear me safe above, a ransomed soul.

Collect for Purity
Celebrant
Almighty God,
to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hidden.
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Response
Amen.

Confession and Absolution
Celebrant:
Dear friends in Christ,
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,
welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.
Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.
Celebrant:
Most merciful God,
Response:
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us,
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name. Amen.
Celebrant:

Response:

Almighty God have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Peace
Celebrant
Response

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Gloria
Celebrant
Cantor

Hurd
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect of the Day
Celebrant
Let us pray.
Almighty God,
you sent your Son Jesus Christ
to be the light of the world.
Free us from all that darkens and ensnares us,
and bring us to eternal light and joy;
through the power of him
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Cantor
Amen.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
First Lesson: Judges 4.1-7
Reader:
A reading from the book Judges.
The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, after Ehud died. So the Lord sold
them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the commander of his army
was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim. Then the Israelites cried out to the Lord for help;
for he had nine hundred chariots of iron, and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly for twenty
years.
At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. She used to sit under
the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites
came up to her for judgement. She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in
Naphtali, and said to him, ‘The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you, “Go, take position at
Mount Tabor, bringing ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. I will
draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots
and his troops; and I will give him into your hand.” ’
Reader:
The word of the Lord.
Response:
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 123: Ad te levavi oculos meos

Cantor 1
Cantor 2
Cantor 1
Cantor 2
Cantor 1

TO YOU I lift up my eyes, /
to you enthroned in the hea-vens.
As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their mas-ters, /
and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mis-tress,
So our eyes look to the Lord our God, /
until he show us his mer-cy.
Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mer-cy, /
for we have had more than enough of con-tempt,
Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, /
and of the deri-sion ofˆthe proud.

Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 5.1-11
Reader:
A reading from the first letter to the Thessalonians.
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have
anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come
like a thief in the night. When they say, ‘There is peace and security’, then sudden destruction
will come upon them, as labour pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape!
But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all
children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then, let us
not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at
night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be
sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For
God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who
died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage
one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.
Reader:
The word of the Lord.
Response:
Thanks be to God.
Gospel acclamation: Alleluia
Cantor
Alleluia. I am the vine, you are the branches, says the Lord. Those who
abide in me, and I in them, bear much fruit. Alleluia.
Gospeller
The Lord be with you.
Response
And also with you.
Gospeller
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.
Response
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Holy Gospel: Matthew 25.14-30
‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to
them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability.
Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with
them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two
more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground
and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled
accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five
more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more
talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master.” And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over
to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good
and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of
many things; enter into the joy of your master.” Then the one who had received the one talent
also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did
not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your
talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy
slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter?
Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have
received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with

the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance;
but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless
slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
Gospeller
The Gospel of Christ.
Response
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Homily:

Mtr. Maggie Helwig

Nicene Creed
Celebrant
Let us confess our faith, as we say,
Response
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father.
With the Father and the Son
he is worshipped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Intercessions
Bidding
O God, for the sake of Christ,
Response
Have mercy on us.
CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST
Offertory hymn 316: New songs of celebration render
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RENDEZ À DIEU

New songs of celebration render to God who has great wonders done;
love sits enthroned in ageless splendour; come and adore the mighty one.
God has made known the great salvation which all the saints with joy confess.
God has revealed to every nation truth and unending righteousness.
Joyfully, heartily resounding, let every instrument and voice
peal out the praise of grace abounding, calling the whole world to rejoice.
Trumpets and organs, set in motion such sounds as make the heavens ring;
all things that live in earth and ocean, sound forth the song, your praises bring.
Rivers and seas and torrents roaring, honour the Lord with wild acclaim;
mountains and stones, look up adoring, and find a voice to praise God’s name.
Righteous, commanding, ever glorious, praises be sung that never cease;
just is our God, whose truth victorious establishes the world in peace.

Prayer over the Gifts
Celebrant
Gracious God,
your word to us is food indeed.
Receive all we offer you this day,
and let your loving-kindness be our comfort,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, your living Word.
Response
Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer 3
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
Cantor
And also with you.
Celebrant
Lift up your hearts.
Cantor
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Cantor
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface of The Lord’s Day
Celebrant
Blessed are you, gracious God,
creator of heaven and earth;
you are the source of light and life for all your creation,
you made us in your own image,
and call us to new life in Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Therefore we praise you,
as we raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name.

Sanctus and Benedictus
Cantor
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Proulx

Celebrant

We give thanks to you, Lord our God,
for the goodness and love you have made known to us in creation;
in calling Israel to be your people;
in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son.
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil,
and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth,
out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,
a death he freely accepted,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine;
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, Father, according to his command,

Response

we remember his death,
we proclaim his resurrection,
we await his coming in glory;

Celebrant

and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts,
that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ
and his blood of the new covenant.
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him,
may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new,
and bring us to that city of light where you dwell with all your children;

Response

through Jesus Christ our Lord,
the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,
and the author of our salvation;
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant
As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,
Cantor
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant
“I am the bread of life,” says the Lord.
“Whoever comes to me will never be hungry;
whoever believes in me will never thirst.”
Response
Taste and see that the Lord is good;
happy are they who trust in him!
Agnus Dei
Cantor

Senshur
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace.

Prayer after Communion
Celebrant
Gracious God,
in this sacrament
we have shared the body and blood of Christ.
May we who have been nourished by holy things
bear witness to his light,
and share in his eternal priesthood;
for he is Lord for ever and ever.
Response
Amen.

Doxology
Celebrant
Response

Glory to God,
whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.

Blessing
Celebrant

Response

The peace of God, which passes understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord.
And the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be with you all, and remain with you always.
Amen.

Hymn 480: Lord, be thy word my guide
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Lord, be thy word my guide; in it may I rejoice;
thy glory be my aim, thy holy will my choice;
thy promises my hope, thy providence my guard,
thine arm my strong support, thyself my great reward.

Dismissal
Deacon
Response

Go forth in peace, to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Announcements
Invitation to “coffee hour”
Postlude
“Coffee hour”

If you want more information about the parish,
including our other weekly activities,
our website is www.saintstephens.ca
♦

You can also visit us at
www.facebook.com/ststephen103
♦

Contact our Rector, The Rev’d Maggie Helwig, at
maggie@web.net
(416) 526-5438
♦

The Church of St. Stephen in-the-Fields
ststepheninthefields@gmail.com
Please consider making a financial contribution
to Saint Stephen’s.
Visit our website and look for the PayPal or
Canada Helps buttons.
If you require more information, e-mail
parishsecretary.ststephen@gmail.com

