
Church of Saint Stephen-in-the-Fields 
 

 

 

First Sunday in Lent 
Saturday February 25, 2023 

 
We shall not live by bread alone,  

but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. 

Matthew 4.4 

 

Celebrant: The Rev’d Canon Maggie Helwig 

 



THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Prelude  

 

Greeting 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  

  and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

Response And also with you. 

 

Land Acknowledgement  

Celebrant  Though people may be joining us from many regions, we acknowledge that 

the Church of St. Stephen-in-the-Fields stands on occupied land, the 

traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit (an Anishnaabe people), 

the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, and the Wendat and Petun nations, land 

covered by the Dish With One Spoon wampum belt covenant. Treaty 13 and 

the Williams Treaty are also relevant to this territory.  

 We acknowledge that we have broken the treaties. We acknowledge the 

damage done by colonialism, and the role that our church has played in this, 

and we pledge ourselves to work for a future of justice and reconciliation. 

 

The Great Litany 
 

God the Father, creator of heaven and earth: Have mercy on us. 

God the Father, creator of heaven and earth: Have mercy on us. 

God the Son, redeemer of the world: Have mercy on us. 

God the Son, redeemer of the world: Have mercy on us. 

God the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide: Have mercy on us. 

God the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide: Have mercy on us. 

Holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, three persons and one God: Have mercy on us. 

Holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, three persons and one God: Have mercy on us. 

Lord, remember not our offences, nor the offences of our forebears; spare us, good Lord, 

spare your people whom you have redeemed with your precious blood: 

Spare us, good Lord. 

From all evil and mischief, from sin, from the crafts and assaults of the devil, from your 

wrath, and from everlasting condemnation: 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

From all spiritual blindness, from pride, vainglory, and hypocrisy; from envy, hatred, and 

malice; and from all want of charity: 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

From all deadly sin, and from the deceits of the world, the flesh, and the devil:  

Good Lord, deliver us. 



From all false doctrine, heresy, and schism; from hardness of heart, and contempt of your 

word and commandment: 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

From earthquake and tempest; from drought, fire, and flood; from civil strife and 

violence; from war and murder; and from sudden death: 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

By the mystery of your holy incarnation, by your baptism, fasting, and temptation; and by 

your proclamation of the kingdom: 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

By your agony and bitter grief, by your cross and passion, by your precious death and 

burial, by your glorious resurrection and ascension, and by the coming of the Holy Spirit: 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

In our times of trouble, in our times of prosperity, in the hour of death, and on the day of 

judgement: 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

Receive now our prayers, Lord God. May it please you to rule and govern your holy 

Church universal and lead it in your way:  

Hear us, good Lord. 

Strengthen your servant Charles our King in true worship and holiness of life, be his 

defender and keeper, that he may always seek your honour and glory, and endue the 

leaders of this nation with wisdom and understanding: 

Hear us, good Lord. 

Bless and defend all who strive for our safety and protection, and shield them in all 

dangers and adversities:  

Hear us, good Lord. 

Grant wisdom and insight to those who govern us, and to judges and magistrates the 

grace to execute justice with mercy: 

Hear us, good Lord. 

Enlighten all bishops, priests, and deacons with true knowledge and understanding of 

your word, that in their preaching and living they may declare it clearly and show its 

truth: 

Hear us, good Lord. 

Bless all your servants preparing for ministry in your Church. Pour your grace upon them 

that they may serve others as Christ himself has served us, for the building up of his Body 

in love: 

Hear us, good Lord. 

Encourage and prosper your servants who spread the gospel in all the world, and send out 

labourers into the harvest: 

Hear us, good Lord. 

 



Bless and keep your people, that all may find and follow their true vocation and ministry:  

Hear us, good Lord. 

Give us a heart to love and reverence you, that we may diligently live according to your 

commandments: 

Hear us, good Lord. 

To all your people give growth in grace to listen to your word, to receive it gladly, and to 

bring forth the fruit of the Spirit: 

Hear us, good Lord. 

Strengthen those who stand firm in the faith, encourage the faint-hearted, and raise up 

those who fall: 

Hear us, good Lord. 

To all nations grant unity, peace, and concord, and to all people give dignity, food, and 

shelter:  

Hear us, good Lord. 

Grant us abundant harvests, strength and skill to conserve the resources of the earth, and 

wisdom to use them well:  

Hear us, good Lord. 

Enlighten with your Spirit all who teach and all who learn:  

Hear us, good Lord. 

Come to the help of all who are in danger, necessity, and trouble; protect all who travel 

by land, air, or water; and show your pity on all prisoners and captives: 

Hear us, good Lord. 

Strengthen and preserve all people who are in childbirth, and all young children, and 

comfort the aged and lonely: 

Hear us, good Lord. 

Defend and provide for the widowed and the orphaned, the refugees and the homeless, 

the unemployed, and all who are desolate and oppressed: 

Hear us, good Lord. 

Heal those who are sick in body or mind, and give skill and compassion to all who care 

for them:  

Hear us, good Lord. 

Grant us true repentance, forgive our sins, and strengthen us by your Holy Spirit to 

amend our lives according to your holy word: 

Hear us, good Lord. 

 

Son of God, we ask you to hear us. 

Son of God, we ask you to hear us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

Grant us your peace. 

 



Lord, have mercy.   

Christ, have mercy.   

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God,  

whose Son fasted forty days in the wilderness,  

and was tempted as we are but did not sin,  

give us grace to discipline ourselves  

in submission to your Spirit,  

that as you know our weakness,  

so we may know your power to save;   

through Jesus Christ our Lord,   

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,   

one God, now and for ever. 

Cantor  Amen. 

 

Collect of Lent 

Celebrant Almighty and everlasting God,  

you despise nothing you have made  

and forgive the sins of all who are penitent.  

Create and make in us new and contrite hearts,  

that we, worthily lamenting our sins  

and acknowledging our brokenness,  

may obtain of you, the God of all mercy,  

perfect remission and forgiveness; 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

  one God, now and for ever. 
 

Cantor  Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
A period of silence is observed after each reading and the homily. 

 

First Lesson: Genesis 2.15-17, 3.1-7 

Reader  A reading from the book Genesis. 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And 

the Lord God commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but 

of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat 

of it you shall die.’  



Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made.  

He said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ 

The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but 

God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle l you touch it, or 

you shall die.” ’ But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; for God knows that 

when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 

evil.’ So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to 

the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and 

ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes 

of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 

together and made loincloths for themselves. 
 

Reader  The word of the Lord. 

Response  Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 32 Beati quorum 

 
1 HAP-PY are they whose transgressions are for-giv-en, /  

  and whose sin is püt a-way! 

2 Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, /  

  and in whose spirit there ïs no guile! 

3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered a-way, / 

  because of my groan-ing äll day long. 

4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; / 

  my moisture was dried up as in the heat öf sum-mer. 

5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, / 

  and did not con-cëal my guilt. 

6 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” / 

  Then you forgave me the guilt öf my sin. 

7 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you  

   in the time of trou-ble; / 

  when the great waters overflow, they shall nöt reach them. 

8 You are my hiding-plăce; you preserve me from trou-ble; / 

  you surround me with shouts of de-lï-ver-ance. 

9 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; / 

  I will guide you wïth my eye. 

10 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no under-stand-ing; / 

  who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stäy near you.” 

11 Great are the tribulations of the wick-ed; / 

  but mercy embraces those who trüst in theˆLord.  



12 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; / 

  shout for joy, all who äre true ofˆheart.  

 

Epistle:  Romans 5.12-19 

Reader  A reading from the letter to the Romans. 

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin,  

and so death spread to all because all have sinned—sin was indeed in the world before 

the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. Yet death exercised dominion from 

Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, 

who is a type of the one who was to come.  

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s 

trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and of the free gift in the grace of the 

one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many.  

And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgement following 

one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brings 

justification. If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion through that 

one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 

righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.  

Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of 

righteousness leads to justification and life for all. For just as by the one man’s 

disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will 

be made righteous. 
 

Reader  The word of the Lord. 

Response  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual – A Lent Prose  

Cantor 1 Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us,  

  for we have sinned against thee.  

  To thee, Redeemer, on thy throne of glory:  

  lift we our weeping eyes in holy pleadings:   

  listen, O Jesu, to our supplications.  

Cantor 2 Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us,  

  for we have sinned against thee. 

Cantor 1 O thou chief cornerstone, right hand of the Father:  

  way of salvation, gate of life celestial:  

  cleanse thou our sinful souls from all defilement.  

Cantor 2 Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us,  

  for we have sinned against thee.  

 

 



Cantor 1 God, we implore thee, in thy glory seated:  

  bow down and hearken to thy weeping children:  

  pity and pardon all our grievous trespasses.  

 Cantor 2 Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us,  

  for we have sinned against thee. 

Cantor 1 Sins oft committed, now we lay before thee:  

  with true contrition, now no more we veil them:  

  grant us, Redeemer, loving absolution.  

Cantor 2 Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us,  

  for we have sinned against thee. 

Cantor 1  Innocent captive, taken unresisting:  

  falsely accused, and for us sinners sentenced,   

  save us, we pray thee, Jesu, our Redeemer.  

Cantor 2 Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us,  

  for we have sinned against thee. 

 

Gospeller  The Lord be with you. 

Response And also with you. 

Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 

Response Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 4.1-11 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He 

fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came 

and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of 

bread.’ But he answered, ‘It is written, “One does not live by bread alone, but by every 

word that comes from the mouth of God.” ’  

Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple,  

saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, “He will 

command his angels concerning you”, and “On their hands they will bear you up, so that 

you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ’ Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do 

not put the Lord your God to the test.” ’  

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of 

the world and their splendour; and he said to him, ‘All these I will give you, if you will 

fall down and worship me.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 

“Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.” ’  

Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.  
 

Gospeller  The Gospel of Christ. 

Response  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily  Mtr Maggie Helwig 



Nicene Creed  

Celebrant  Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

Response We believe in one God,  

  the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son  

he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

Peace  

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

Response And also with you. 

 

 



CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

Offertory hymn 176: By the Holy Spirit sent    LEW TRENCHARD 
 

1 By the Holy Spirit sent, Jesus to the desert went,  

 that he might his children show how sin’s power to overthrow. 
 

2 With a word he could have made bread from stones around him laid;  

 yet till forty days were past, still he kept a holy fast. 
 

3 When the devil at his side tried to make him sin through pride,  

 he would give no outward sign that he was God’s son divine.  
 

4 Calmly he refused to win by a single act of sin  

 of the whole wide world the throne; he would worship God alone. 
 

5 Since our loving Saviour thus kept a sacred Lent for us,  

 we, through him, can conquer sin and a royal victory win. 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 

Celebrant Merciful God,  

  God our refuge and our strength, 

  receive all we offer you this day,  

  and through the death and resurrection of your Son  

  transform us to his likeness. 

  We ask this in his name. 

Response Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 3 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

Cantor  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

Cantor  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Cantor  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Preface of Lent 

Celebrant  Blessed are you, gracious God,  

creator of heaven and earth;  

  we give you thanks and praise  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

  who was tempted in every way, yet did not sin. 

  By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil,  

  and to live no longer for ourselves alone,  

  but for him who died for us and rose again. 

  Therefore with angels and archangels  

  and all who have served you in every age,  

  we raise our voices  

  to proclaim the glory of your name. 

 

Sanctus and Benedictus       Mass in plainchant style 

Cantor  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Celebrant  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

for the goodness and love  

you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people;  

in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. 

For in these last days you sent him  

to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil,  

and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  

a death he freely accepted, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you,  

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat:  

this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you:  

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

Response we remember his death, 

  we proclaim his resurrection, 

  we await his coming in glory; 

Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving  

  to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation,  

this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God,  

to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ  

and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,  

that we, made acceptable in him, 

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ,  

and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light 

where you dwell with all your children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  

and the author of our salvation; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father,  

now and for ever. 

Response  Amen. 



The Lord’s Prayer         Robinson 
 

Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 

Cantor Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Save us from the time of trial,  

  and deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread  
 

Celebrant  We break this bread,  

Response  Communion in Christ’s body once broken. 

Celebrant Let your Church be the wheat  

  which bears its fruit in dying. 

Response If we have died with him,  

  we shall live with him;  

  if we hold firm,  

  we shall reign with him. 

 

Agnus Dei          Mass in plainchant style 

Cantor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

  have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

  have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

  grant us peace. 

 

Prayer after Communion  

Celebrant Let us pray. 

  Faithful God,  

  in this holy bread 

  you increase our faith and hope and love. 

  Lead us in the path of Christ  

  who is your Word of life. 

  We ask this in his name.  

Response Amen. 



Doxology 

Celebrant Glory to God, 

Response whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.   

Glory to God from generation to generation,  

   in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.   

  Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Celebrant  May the God of mercy transform you by his grace,  

  And the blessing of God Almighty, 

  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

  be among you and remain with you always. 

Response  Amen. 

 

Hymn 175: Forty days and forty nights   HEINLEIN (AUS DER TIEFE) 
 

1 Forty days and forty nights you were fasting in the wild. 

 forty days and forty nights tempted, and yet undefiled; 
 

2 burning heat throughout the day, bitter cold when light had fled,  

 prowling beasts around your way, stones your pillow, earth your bed. 
 

3 Shall not we your trials share, learn your discipline of will,  

 and with you by fast and prayer wrestle with the powers of hell? 
 

4 So if Satan, pressing hard, soul and body would destroy,  

 Christ who conquered, be our guard; give to us the victor’s joy. 
 

5 Saviour, may we hear your voice—keep us constant at your side;  

 and with you we shall rejoice at the eternal Eastertide. 

 

Dismissal 

Deacon Go forth in peace, to love and serve the Lord.  

Response Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Announcements 

 

 

Postlude 
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If you want more information about the parish,  

including our other weekly activities, 

our website is www.saintstephens.ca  
♦ 

You can also visit us at 

www.facebook.com/ststephen103  
♦ 

Contact our Rector, The Rev’d Canon Maggie Helwig, at 

maggie@web.net  

(416) 526-5438 
♦ 

The Church of St. Stephen in-the-Fields 

ststepheninthefields@gmail.com  

 

Please consider making a financial contribution to Saint Stephen’s.   

Visit our website and look for the PayPal or Canada Helps buttons. 

If you require more information, e-mail parishsecretary.ststephen@gmail.com  
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