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The Baptism of the Lord 
Saturday January 14, 2023 

 
A voice came from heaven, saying,  

“This is my beloved Son with whom I am well pleased.” 

Matthew 3.17 

 

Celebrant: The Rev’d Canon Maggie Helwig 

 



THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Prelude  
 

Greeting 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  

  and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

Response And also with you. 
 

Land Acknowledgement  

Celebrant  Though people may be joining us from many regions, we acknowledge that 

the Church of St. Stephen-in-the-Fields stands on occupied land, the 

traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit (an Anishnaabe people), 

the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, and the Wendat and Petun nations, land 

covered by the Dish With One Spoon wampum belt covenant. Treaty 13 and 

the Williams Treaty are also relevant to this territory.  

 We acknowledge that we have broken the treaties. We acknowledge the 

damage done by colonialism, and the role that our church has played in this, 

and we pledge ourselves to work for a future of justice and reconciliation. 
 

Hymn 165: Mark how the Lamb of God’s self-offering       RENDEZ À DIEU 

1 Mark how the Lamb of God’s self-offering  

 our human sinfulness takes on  

 in the birth-waters of the Jordan  

 as Jesus is baptized by John. 

 Hear how the voice from heaven thunders,  

 “Lo, this is my beloved Son.” 

 See how in dove-like form the Spirit  

 descends on God’s Anointed One. 
 

2 From this assurance of God’s favour  

 Jesus goes to the wilderness,  

 there to endure a time of testing,  

 that readied him to teach and bless. 

 So we, by water and the Spirit  

 baptized into Christ’s ministry,  

 are often led to paths of service  

 through mazes of adversity. 

 

 

 

 

 



3 Grant us, O God, the strength and courage  

 to live the faith our lips declare;  

 bless us in our baptismal calling;  

 Christ’s royal priesthood help us share.  

 Turn us from every false allegiance,  

 that we may trust in Christ alone;  

 raise up in us a chosen people  

 transformed by love to be your own. 

 

Collect for Purity 
 

Celebrant  Almighty God, 

  to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

  and from you no secrets are hidden.  

  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

  by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

  that we may perfectly love you,  

  and worthily magnify your holy name;  

  through Christ our Lord.  

Response Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution  
 

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ,  

  God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,  

  welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.  

  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.  
 

Celebrant Most merciful God,  

Response  we confess that we have sinned against you  

  in thought, word, and deed,  

  by what we have done, 

  and by what we have left undone. 

  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

  we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

  have mercy on us and forgive us, 

  that we may delight in your will,  

  and walk in your ways,  

  to the glory of your name.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 



Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you,  

  pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  

  confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  

  and keep you in eternal life;  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Response  Amen. 

 

Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

Response And also with you. 

 

Gloria          Hurd 
 

Celebrant  Glory to God in the highest, 

Cantor and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly king,  

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

  in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

  Eternal Father,   

  who at the baptism of Jesus  

  revealed him to be your Son,  

  anointing him with the Holy Spirit,  

  keep your children, born of water and the Spirit,  

  faithful to their calling; 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

  one God, now and forever.  
 

Cantor  Amen.  



LITURGY OF THE WORD 
A period of silence is observed after each reading and the homily. 

 

First Lesson: Isaiah 42.1-9 

Reader  A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put 

my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up 

his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly 

burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow 

faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait 

for his teaching.  

Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread 

out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to 

those who walk in it: I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you 

by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the 

nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I 

give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to pass, and 

new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.  
 

Reader  The word of the Lord. 

Response  Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 29 Deus, judicum 

 
1 AS-CRIBE to the Lord, you gods, / 

 ascribe to the Lord glo-ry and strength. 

2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; / 

 worship the Lord in the beau-ty of ho-liˆness. 

3 The voice of the Lord is upon the wa-těrs; the God of glory thun-ders; / 

 the Lord is upon the migh-ty wa-ters. 

4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; / 

 the voice of the Lord is a voice of splen-dour. 

5 The voice of the Lord breaks the ce-darˆtrees; / 

 the Lord breaks the ce-dars of Le-baˆnon; 

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, / 

 and Mount Hermon like a young wildˆox. 

7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fĭre;  

  the voice of the Lord shakes the wild-erˆness; / 

 the Lord shakes the wilder-ness of Ka-desh. 



8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe / 

 and strips the for-estsˆbare. 

9 And in the temple of the Lord / 

 all are cry-ing “Glo-ry!” 

10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; / 

 the Lord sits enthroned as King for ev-erˆmore. 

11 The Lord shall give strength to his peo-ple; / 

 the Lord shall give his people the bless-ing of peace. 

 

Second Lesson: Acts 10.34-43 

Reader  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but 

in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You 

know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is 

Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 

baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 

and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by 

the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 

Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the 

third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by 

God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God 

as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’   
 

Reader  The word of the Lord. 

Response  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel acclamation: Alleluia  
 

Cantor  Alleluia.   A voice came from heaven, saying, “This is my beloved Son 

  with whom I am well pleased.”  Alleluia. 

 

Gospeller  The Lord be with you. 

Response And also with you. 

Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 

Response Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 3.13-17 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would 

have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ But 

Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfil all 



righteousness.’ Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came 

up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of 

God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This 

is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’   
 

Gospeller  The Gospel of Christ. 

Response  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily  Mtr Maggie Helwig 

 

Nicene Creed  

Celebrant  Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

Response We believe in one God,  

  the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son  

he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

 



We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

Intercessions  

Bidding  As announced. 

Response As announced. 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

Offertory hymn 163: When Christ’s appearing was made known           ST. VENANTIUS 
 

1 When Christ’s appearing was made known,  

 King Herod trembled for his throne;  

 but he who offers heavenly birth  

 sought not the kingdoms of this earth. 
 

2 The eastern sages saw from far  

 and followed on his guiding star;  

 by light their way to Light they trod,  

 and by their gifts confessed their God. 
 

3 Within the Jordan’s sacred flood  

 the heavenly Lamb in meekness stood,  

 that he, to whom no sin was known,  

 might cleanse his people from their own. 
 

4 And O, what miracle divine,  

 when water reddened into wine! 

 He spake the word, and forth it flowed  

 in streams that nature ne’er bestowed. 
 

5 All glory, Jesus, be to thee  

 for this thy glad Epiphany;  

 whom with the Father we adore  

 and Holy Ghost for evermore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer over the Gifts 

Celebrant God of life and freedom, 

  we celebrate the revelation of Jesus  

  as the Christ who makes all creation new. 

  Accept all we offer you this day  

  and make us new in him,  

  who is Lord for ever and ever.   

Response Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 3 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

Cantor  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

Cantor  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Cantor  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface of the Lord’s Day 

Celebrant  Blessed are you, gracious God,  

creator of heaven and earth;  

  by water and the Holy Spirit  

  you have made us a holy people  

  in Jesus Christ our Lord;  

  you renew that mystery in bread and wine and nourish us,  

  to show forth your glory in all the world. 

  Therefore with angels and archangels,  

  and with all the holy people  

  who have served you in every age,  

  we raise our voices  

  to proclaim the glory of your name. 

 

Sanctus and Benedictus       Proulx  

Cantor  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

 



Celebrant  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

for the goodness and love  

you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people;  

in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. 

For in these last days you sent him  

to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil,  

and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  

a death he freely accepted, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you,  

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat:  

this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you:  

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

Response we remember his death, 

  we proclaim his resurrection, 

  we await his coming in glory; 

Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving  

  to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation,  

this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God,  

to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ  

and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,  

that we, made acceptable in him, 

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 



In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ,  

and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light 

where you dwell with all your children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  

and the author of our salvation; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father,  

now and for ever. 

Response  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer         Robinson 

Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 

Cantor Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Save us from the time of trial,  

  and deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread  
 

Celebrant  We break this bread,  

  to share in the body of Christ. 

Response  We, being many, are one body,  

  for we all share in the one bread. 

 

Agnus Dei           Senchur 

Cantor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

  have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

  have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  

  grant us peace. 

 



Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

In union, O Lord with the faithful at every altar of your Church,  

where the Holy Eucharist is celebrated,  

I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving.  

I present to you my soul and body  

with the earnest wish that I may always be united to you.  

And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  

I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  

I unite myself to you, and embrace you with all the affections of my soul.  

Let nothing ever separate you from me.  

May I live and die in your love.  

Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion  

Celebrant Let us pray. 

  Gracious God, lover of all,  

  by this sacrament  

  you make us one family in Christ your Son,  

  one in the sharing of his body and blood,  

  one in the communion of his Spirit. 

  Help us to grow in love for one another  

  and come to the full maturity of the Body of Christ. 

  We ask this in his name.  

Response Amen. 
 

Doxology 

Celebrant Glory to God, 

Response whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.   

Glory to God from generation to generation,  

   in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.   

  Amen. 
 

Blessing 

Celebrant  The peace of God, which passes understanding,  

  keep your hearts and minds  

  in the knowledge and love of God, 

  and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  And the blessing of God Almighty, 

  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

  be with you all, and remain with you always. 

Response  Amen. 



Hymn 645: Come down, O Love divine     DOWN AMPNEY 
 

1 Come down, O Love divine, seek thou this soul of mine,  

 and visit it with thine own ardour glowing; 

 O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear,  

 and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 
 

2 O let it freely burn, till earth passions turn  

 to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;  

 and let thy glorious light shine ever on my sight,  

 and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 
 

3 Let holy charity mine outward vesture be,  

 and lowliness become mine inner clothing; 

 true lowliness of heart, which takes the humbler part,  

 and o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 
 

4 And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long,  

 shall far out pass the power of human telling; 

 for none can guess its grace, till they become the place  

 wherein the Holy Spirit finds a dwelling. 

 

Dismissal 

Deacon Go forth in peace, to love and serve the Lord.  

Response Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Announcements 

 

 

Postlude 

 



 

 
Gloria, music: ‘New Plainsong’ David Hurd (1950-) © 1981 G.I.A. Publications, Inc. 

 

Alleluia, text and music: Fintan O’Carroll (1922-1981) and Christopher Walker (1947-); © 1985 

Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker. Published by OCP Publications. 
 

Sanctus, music: ‘Community Mass’ Richard Proulx (1937-2010), © 1971, 1977 G.I.A. Publications, 

Inc. 
 

Agnus Dei, music: Becket Gerald Senchur (1946-), © 1982 G.I.A. Publications, Inc. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer, music: McNeil Robinson II (1943-2015). 
 

~ ~ 
 

Hymn 165, text: Carl P. Daw, Jr. (1944-) © 1990 Hope Publishing Co.; melody Strasbourt, 1545; 

Geneva, 1551, harm. Erik Routley (1917-1982), harm. © 1977 Hope Publishing Co. 
 

Hymn 163, text: Caelius Sedulius (5th cent.?), st. 1, tr. ‘The Hymn Book’, 1971, st. 2-5, tr. John Mason 

Neale (1818-1866); music: melody ‘Antiphoner,’ Rouen, 1728, harm. Michael Fleming (1928-), harm. 

© Hope Publishing Co. 
 

Hymn 645, text: Bianco da Siena (1350?-1434?), tr. Richard Frederick Littledale (1833-1890), alt.; 

music: Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958), © Oxford University Press. 
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New Revised Standard Version Bible: (NRSV) Anglicized Edition, copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division 

of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 

America. Used by permission. 

 

Texts from the Book of Alternative Services are reproduced with permission under Copyright © 2004 

by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. All rights reserved. Reproduced under 

license from ABC Publishing. 



 

 
 

If you want more information about the parish,  

including our other weekly activities, 

our website is www.saintstephens.ca 
♦ 

You can also visit us at 

www.facebook.com/ststephen103  
♦ 

Contact our Rector, The Rev’d Canon Maggie Helwig, at 

maggie@web.net 

(416) 526-5438 
♦ 

The Church of St. Stephen in-the-Fields 

ststepheninthefields@gmail.com 

 

Please consider making a financial contribution to Saint Stephen’s.   

Visit our website and look for the PayPal or Canada Helps buttons. 

If you require more information, e-mail parishsecretary.ststephen@gmail.com 

 


