
The Church of Saint Stephen-in-the-Fields 
 

 

 

Third Sunday of Advent - Gaudete 
December 13, 2020 

 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,  

because the Lord has anointed me to bring good tidings to the afflicted. 

Isaiah 61.1 
 

Celebrant: The Rev’d Maggie Helwig 



ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Prelude 

 

Greeting 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

  and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

Response And also with you. 

 

Land Acknowledgement  

Celebrant  Though people may be joining us from many regions, we acknowledge that the 

Church of St. Stephen-in-the-Fields stands on occupied land, the traditional territory 

of the Mississaugas of the Credit (an Anishnaabe people), the Haudenosaunee 

Confederacy, and the Huron-Wendat and Petun nations, land covered by the Dish 

With One Spoon wampum belt covenant. We acknowledge that we have broken the 

treaties. We acknowledge the damage done by colonialism, and the role that our 

church has played in this, and we pledge ourselves to work for a future of justice 

and reconciliation. 

 

Hymn: Come, thou Redeemer of the earth    PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 

1 Come, thou Redeemer of the earth, and manifest thy virgin-birth: 

 let ev’ry age adoring fall; such birth befits the God of all. 
 

2 Forth from his chamber goeth he, that royal home of purity, 

 a giant in twofold substance one, rejoicing now his course to run. 
 

3 From God the Father he proceeds, to God the Father back he speeds; 

 his course he runs to death and hell, returning on God’s throne to dwell. 
 

4 O equal to the Father, thou! Gird on thy fleshly mantle now; 

 the weakness of our mortal state with deathless might invigorate. 
 

5 Thy cradle here shall glitter bright, and darkness breathe a newer light, 

 where endless faith shall shine serene, and twilight never intervene. 
 

6 All laud, eternal Son, to thee, whose advent sets thy people free, 

 whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Ghost for evermore. Amen. 

 

Collect for Purity 

Celebrant  Almighty God, 

  to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

  and from you no secrets are hidden.  

  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration  

  of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  

  and worthily magnify your holy name;  

  through Christ our Lord.  

Response Amen. 

 

 

 



Confession and Absolution  
 

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ,  

  God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,  

  welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.  

  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.  

Celebrant: Most merciful God,  

Response:  we confess that we have sinned against you  

  in thought, word, and deed,  

  by what we have done, 

  and by what we have left undone. 

  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

  we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

  have mercy on us and forgive us, 

  that we may delight in your will,  

  and walk in your ways,  

  to the glory of your name.  Amen. 
 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you,  

  pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  

  confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  

  and keep you in eternal life;  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Response:  Amen. 

 

Peace 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

Response And also with you. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

God of power and mercy,  

you call us once again  

to celebrate the coming of your Son. 

Remove those things which hinder love of you,  

that when he comes,  

he may find us waiting in awe and wonder  

for him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,   

one God, now and for ever. 

Cantor  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Collect of Advent 

Celebrant Almighty God,  

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness  

and put on the armour of light,  

now in the time of this mortal life  

in which your Son Jesus Christ  

came to us in great humility,  

that on the last day,  

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty  

to judge both the living and the dead,  

we may rise to the life immortal;  

through him who lives and reigns  

with you and the Holy Spirit,   

one God, now and for ever. 
Cantor  Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

First Lesson: Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11 

Reader:  A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to 

bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the 

captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, and the day of 

vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to 

give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of 

praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, 

to display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former 

devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.  

For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their 

recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be 

known among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall 

acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 

my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he 

has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a 

garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and 

praise to spring up before all the nations. 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord. 

Response:  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 126: In convertendo  

 
 

Cantor 1 WHEN THE Lord restored the for-tunes of Zi-on, / 

   then were we like those who dream. 

Cantor 2 Then was our mouth filled with laugh-ter, / 

   and our tongue with shouts of joy. 

Cantor 1 Then they said a-mong the na-tions, / 

   “The Lord has done great things for them.” 

Cantor 2 The Lord has done great things for us, / 

   and we are glad in-deed. 

Cantor 1 Restore our for-tunes, O Lord, / 

   like the watercourses of the Ne-gev. 

Cantor 2 Those who sowed with tears / 

   will reap with songs of joy. 

Cantor 1 Those who go out weeping, carry-ing the seed, / 

   will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 
 

Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 5.16-24 

Reader:  A reading from the second letter to the Thessalonians. 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God 

in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test 

everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil.  

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be 

kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is 

faithful, and he will do this. 
 

Reader:  The word of the Lord. 

Response:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual: An Advent Prose       Mode i 

Antiphon: Drop down, ye heavens, from above,  

  and let the skies pour down righteousness. 
 

Cantor 1  Be not wroth very sore, O Lord, 

neither remember iniquity forever: 

thy holy cities are a wilderness,  

Zion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation: 

our holy and our beautiful house, 

where our fathers praised thee.   
 

Cantor 2  Drop down, ye heavens, from above,  

 and let the skies pour down righteousness. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Cantor 1 We have sinned, and are as an unclean thing, 

and we all do fade as a leaf; 

our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away; 

thou hast hid thy face from us: 

and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities. 
 

Cantor 2 Drop down, ye heavens, from above,  

 and let the skies pour down righteousness. 
 

Cantor 1 Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, 

and my servant, whom I have chosen; 

that ye may know me and believe me: 

I, even I, am the Lord, 

and beside me there is no Saviour: 

and there is none that can deliver out of my hand. 
 

Cantor 2 Drop down, ye heavens, from above,  

 and let the skies pour down righteousness. 
 

Cantor 1 Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, 

my salvation shall not tarry: 

I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions: 

fear not, for I will save thee: 

for I am the Lord thy God, 

the Holy One of Israel, thy Redeemer.  
 

Cantor 2 Drop down, ye heavens, from above,  

   and let the skies pour down righteousness. 
 

Gospeller  The Lord be with you. 

Response And also with you. 

Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John. 

Response Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Holy Gospel: John 1.6-8, 19-28 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 

light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 

to the light.  

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 

him, ‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ 

And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ 

He answered, ‘No.’ Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who 

sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ He said, ‘I am the voice of one crying out in the 

wilderness, “Make straight the way of the Lord” ’, as the prophet Isaiah said.  

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you 

are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. 

Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy 

to untie the thong of his sandal.’ This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was 

baptizing. 

Gospeller  The Gospel of Christ. 

Response  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 



Homily:  Mtr. Maggie Helwig 

 

Nicene Creed  

Celebrant  Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

Response We believe in one God,  

  the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son  

he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

Intercessions  
 

Bidding  As announced. 

Response As announced. 

 

 

 

 

 



CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

Offertory hymn 103: On Jordan’s bank, the Baptist’s cry    WINCHESTER NEW 
 

1 On Jordan’s bank, the Baptist’s cry announces that the Lord is nigh;  

 awake and hearken, for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings. 
 

2 Then cleansed be every breast from sin; make straight the way for God within.  

 Prepare we in our hearts a home, where such a mighty guest may come. 
 

3 For thou art our salvation, Lord, our refuge, and our great reward;  

 without thy grace we waste away, like flowers that wither and decay. 
 

4 To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, and bid the fallen sinner stand;  

 shine forth, and let thy light restore earth’s own true loveliness once more. 
 

5 All praise, eternal Son, to thee whose advent dost thy people free,  

 whom with the Father we adore and Holy Ghost for evermore. 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 

Celebrant God of hope, 

  renew in us the joy of your salvation  

  and make us a living sacrifice to you, 

  for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Response Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 3 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

Cantor  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

Cantor  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Cantor  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface of Advent  

Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God,  

  creator of heaven and earth; 

  we give you thanks and praise 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

  who in the fullness of time came among us in our flesh,  

  and opened to us the way of salvation. 

  Now we watch for the day when he will come again  

  in power and great triumph to judge this world,  

  that we, without shame or fear,  

  may rejoice to behold his appearing. 

  Therefore we praise you,  

  joining our voices with angels and archangels  

  and with all the company of heaven, 

  who for ever sing this hymn  

  to proclaim the glory of your name. 



Sanctus and Benedictus        Hurd  

Cantor  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Celebrant  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

for the goodness and love you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people;  

in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate  

from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil,  

and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  

a death he freely accepted, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you,  

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

Response we remember his death, 

  we proclaim his resurrection, 

  we await his coming in glory; 

Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ  

and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,  

that we, made acceptable in him, 

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light where you dwell with all your children; 

 



through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  

and the author of our salvation; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 

Response  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer        McNeil Robinson 

Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 

Cantor  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant  God of promise, 

  you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom.  

Response  Happy are those who are called  

  to the supper of the Lamb. 
 

Agnus Dei           Hurd 

Cantor  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace. 
 

Prayer after Communion  

Celebrant Merciful God,   

  may this eucharist free us from our sins,  

  fill us with unending joy,  

  and prepare us for the birthday of our Saviour. 

  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ,  

  who is Lord now and for ever. 

Response Amen. 

 

Doxology 
 

Celebrant Glory to God, 

Response whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.   

Glory to God from generation to generation,  

   in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 



Blessing 
 

Celebrant  The peace of God, which passes understanding,  

  keep your hearts and minds  

  in the knowledge and love of God, 

  and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  And the blessing of God Almighty, 

  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

  be with you all, and remain with you always. 

Response  Amen. 

 

Hymn 108: Hark, a herald voice is sounding     MERTON 
 

1 Hark, a herald voice is sounding: “Christ is nigh,” it seems to say. 

 “Cast away the dreams of darkness, O ye children of the day!” 
 

2 Wakened by the solemn warning, let the earthbound soul arise;  

 Christ our sun, all sloth dispelling, shines upon the morning skies. 
 

3 Lo, the Lamb, so long expected comes with pardon down from heaven;  

 let us all, with deep repentance, pray that we may be forgiven, 
 

4 that when next he comes with glory, and the world is wrapped in fear,  

 with his mercy he may shield us, and with words of love draw near.  
 

5 Honour, glory, might, and blessing to the Father and the Son,  

 with the everlasting Spirit, while eternal ages run. 

 

Dismissal 
 

Deacon Go forth in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 

Response Thanks be to God.  

 

Announcements 

 

Invitation to “coffee hour”  
 

Postlude 

 

“Coffee hour” 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want more information about the parish,  

including our other weekly activities, 

our website is www.saintstephens.ca 
♦ 

You can also visit us at 

www.facebook.com/ststephen103  
♦ 

Contact our Rector, The Rev’d Maggie Helwig, at 

maggie@web.net 

(416) 526-5438 
♦ 

The Church of St. Stephen in-the-Fields 

ststepheninthefields@gmail.com 

Please consider making a financial contribution 

to Saint Stephen’s.   

Visit our website and look for the PayPal or 

Canada Helps buttons. 

If you require more information, e-mail 

parishsecretary.ststephen@gmail.com 
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