
The Church of Saint Stephen-in-the-Fields 
 

 

 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 23, 2020 

 

Jesus is the Christ, the son of the living God. 

Matthew 16.16 
 

Celebrant: The Rev’d Maggie Helwig 



ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Prelude: I. God of the Summer Wind, from Six épigraphes antiques   Debussy   

 

Greeting 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

  and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

Response And also with you. 

 

Land Acknowledgement  

Celebrant  Though people may be joining us from many regions, we acknowledge that the 

Church of St. Stephen-in-the-Fields stands on occupied land, the traditional territory 

of the Mississaugas of the Credit (an Anishnaabe people), the Haudenosaunee 

Confederacy, and the Huron-Wendat and Petun nations, land covered by the Dish 

With One Spoon wampum belt covenant. We acknowledge that we have broken the 

treaties. We acknowledge the damage done by colonialism, and the role that our 

church has played in this, and we pledge ourselves to work for a future of justice 

and reconciliation. 

 

Hymn 496: Teach me, my God and King      FESTAL SONG 
 

1 Teach me, my God and King, in all things thee to see, 

 and what I do in anything to do it as for thee. 
 

2 All may of thee partake; nothing can be so mean,  

 which with this tincture, “for thy sake,” will not grow bright and clean.  
 

3 A servant with this clause makes drudgery divine;  

 who sweeps a room as for thy laws makes that and the action fine. 
 

4 This is the famous stone that turneth all to gold;  

 for that which God doth touch and won cannot for less be told. 

 

Collect for Purity 

Celebrant  Almighty God, 

  to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

  and from you no secrets are hidden.  

  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration  

  of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  

  and worthily magnify your holy name;  

  through Christ our Lord.  

Response Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Confession and Absolution  
 

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ,  

  God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,  

  welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.  

  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.  

 

Celebrant: Most merciful God,  

Response:  we confess that we have sinned against you  

  in thought, word, and deed,  

  by what we have done, 

  and by what we have left undone. 

  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

  we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

  have mercy on us and forgive us, 

  that we may delight in your will,  

  and walk in your ways,  

  to the glory of your name.  Amen. 
 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you,  

  pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  

  confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  

  and keep you in eternal life;  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Response:  Amen. 

 

Peace 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

Response And also with you. 

 

Gloria           Hurd 
 

Celebrant  Glory to God in the highest, 

Cantor   and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

 

 



Collect of the Day 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God, 

we are taught by your word  

that all our doings without love are worth nothing.  

Sen your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts  

that most excellent gift of love,  

the true bond of peace and of all virtue; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Cantor  Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

First Lesson: Exodus 1.8 – 2.10 

Reader:  A reading from the book Exodus. 

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, ‘Look, the 

Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with 

them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and 

escape from the land.’ Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced 

labour. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they were 

oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the 

Israelites. The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, and made their lives 

bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labour. They were ruthless 

in all the tasks that they imposed on them.  

The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the 

other Puah, ‘When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if 

it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.’ But the midwives feared God; they did not 

do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. So the king of Egypt 

summoned the midwives and said to them, ‘Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to 

live?’ The midwives said to Pharaoh, ‘Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian 

women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.’ So God dealt 

well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became very strong. And because the 

midwives feared God, he gave them families. Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, ‘Every 

boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.’  

Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman conceived 

and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him for three months. When 

she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and 

pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister 

stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him.  

The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the 

river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she 

saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. ‘This must be one of the Hebrews’ 

children,’ she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go and get you a nurse 

from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?’ Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’ So 



the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Take this child and 

nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.’ So the woman took the child and nursed it. 

When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. 

She named him Moses, ‘because’, she said, ‘I drew him out of the water.’  
 

Reader: The word of the Lord. 

Response:  Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 124: Nis quia Dominus  

 
 

Cantor 1  IF THE Lord had not been on our side, /  

    let Is-ra-el now säy;  

Cantor 2 If the Lord had not been on our side, / 

    when enemies rose up a-gainst üs;  

Cantor 1 Then would they have swallowed us up a-live /  

    in their fierce an-ger toward üs;  

Cantor 2 Then would the waters have over-whelmed us /  

    and the torrent gone ov-er üs;  

Cantor 1 Then would the raging wa-ters /  

    have gone right ov-er üs. 

Cantor 2 Blessèd be the Lord! /  

    he has not given us over to be a prey for their tëeth. 

Cantor 1 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fow-ler; /  

    the snare is broken, and we have es-cäped. 

Cantor 2 Our help is in the Name of the Lord, /  

    the maker of hea-ven and ëarth. 
 

Epistle: Romans 12.1-8 

Reader:  A reading from the letter to the Romans. 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may 

discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.  

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly 

than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, each according to the measure of 

faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members 

have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are 

members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, 

in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in 

exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

 

Reader:  The word of the Lord. 

Response:  Thanks be to God. 

 



Gospel acclamation: Alleluia  

Cantor  Alleluia.  Jesus is the Christ, the son of the living God.  Alleluia. 
 

Gospeller  The Lord be with you. 

Response And also with you. 

Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 

Response Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 16.13-20 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do 

people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, 

and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I 

am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus 

answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this 

to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom 

of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 

earth will be loosed in heaven.’ Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he 

was the Messiah.   
 

Gospeller  The Gospel of Christ. 

Response  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily:  Mtr. Maggie Helwig 

 

Nicene Creed  

Celebrant  Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

Response We believe in one God,  

  the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven  



and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son  

he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

   

Intercessions  
 

Bidding Our help is in the name of the Lord; 

Response the maker of heaven and earth. 

 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

Offertory hymn 171: What does the Lord require     SHARPTHORNE 
 

1 What does the Lord require for praise and offering? 

 What sacrifice, desire, or tribute bid you bring? 

 Do justly; love mercy; walk humbly with your God. 
 

2 Rulers of earth, give ear! Should you not justice know? 

 Will God your pleading hear, while crime and cruelty grow? 

 Do justly; love mercy; walk humbly with your God. 
 

3 All who gain wealth by trade, for whom the worker toils,  

 think not to win God’s aid, if greed your commerce soils. 

 Do justly; love mercy; walk humbly with your God. 
 

4 How shall our life fulfill God’s law wo hard and high? 

 Let Christ endue our will with grace to fortify. 

 Then justly, in mercy, we’ll humbly walk with God. 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 

Celebrant God of glory,  

  receive all we offer this day as a symbol of our love,  

  and increase in us that true and perfect gift. 

  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Response Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Eucharistic Prayer 3 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

Cantor  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

Cantor  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Cantor  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface of the Lord’s Day  

Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God,  

  creator of heaven and earth; 

  we give you thanks and praise 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

  who on this first day of the week  

  overcame death and the grave,  

  and by his glorious resurrection  

  opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

  In our unending joy 

  we echo on earth the song of the angels in heaven  

  as we raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name. 

 

Sanctus and Benedictus         Hurd  

Cantor  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Celebrant  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

for the goodness and love you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people;  

in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil,  

and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  

a death he freely accepted, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you,  

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 



After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

Response we remember his death, 

  we proclaim his resurrection, 

  we await his coming in glory; 

Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ  

and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, 

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light where you dwell with all your children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  

and the author of our salvation; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 

Response  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 

Cantor  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant  “I am the bread which has come down from heaven,”  

  says the Lord. 

Response  Give us this bread for ever.  

Celebrant “I am the vine, you are the branches.” 

Response May we dwell in him, as he lives in us. 

 

 



Agnus Dei           Hurd 

Cantor  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace. 

 

Prayer after Communion  

Celebrant Living God, 

  increase in us the healing power of your love. 

  Guide and direct us 

  that we may please you in all things,  

  for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Response Amen. 

 

Doxology 
 

Celebrant Glory to God, 

Response whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.   

Glory to God from generation to generation,  

   in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 

Celebrant  The peace of God, which passes understanding,  

  keep your hearts and minds  

  in the knowledge and love of God, 

  and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  And the blessing of God Almighty, 

  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

  be with you all, and remain with you always. 

Response  Amen. 

 

Hymn 434: The love of Jesus calls us      AURELIA 
 

1 The love of Jesus calls us our joyous praise to sing; 

 our deeply felt thanksgivings we now together bring, 

 for all God’s many blessings, unasked yet still received,  

 and for the generations who faithfully believed. 
 

2 The love of Jesus calls us, that we may always be  

 companions on a journey, where all the world may see  

 that serving Christ is freedom which time does not destroy;  

 where Christ’s command is duty, and every duty joy. 
 

3 The love of Jesus calls us to go where he would go,  

 to challenge all that limits, to change, to learn, to grow,  

 to know that Christ has freed us, that prisons are no more;  

 for those who seek his kingdom, Christ opens every door. 

 

 



4 The love of Jesus calls us in swiftly changing days, 

 to be God’s co-creators in new and wondrous ways; 

 that God with men and women may so transform the earth,  

 that love and peace and justice may give God’s kingdom birth. 

 

Dismissal 
 

Deacon Go forth in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 

Response Thanks be to God.  

 

Announcements 

 

Invitation to “coffee hour”  
 

Postlude: V. The Egyptian Girl, from Six épigraphes antiques   Debussy   

 

“Coffee hour” 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want more information about the parish,  

including our other weekly activities, 

our website is www.saintstephens.ca 
♦ 

You can also visit us at 

www.facebook.com/ststephen103  
♦ 

Contact our Rector, The Rev’d Maggie Helwig, at 

maggie@web.net 

(416) 526-5438 
♦ 

The Church of St. Stephen in-the-Fields 

ststepheninthefields@gmail.com 

Please consider making a financial contribution 

to Saint Stephen’s.   

Visit our website and look for the PayPal or 

Canada Helps buttons. 

If you require more information, e-mail 

parishsecretary.ststephen@gmail.com 
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