
The Church of Saint Stephen-in-the-Fields 
 

 

 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 26, 2020 

 

Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. 

John 6.68 
 

Celebrant: The Rev’d Maggie Helwig 



ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Prelude   

 

Greeting 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

  and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

Response And also with you. 

 

Land Acknowledgement  

Celebrant  Though people may be joining us from many regions, we acknowledge that the 

Church of St. Stephen-in-the-Fields stands on occupied land, the traditional territory 

of the Mississaugas of the Credit (an Anishnaabe people), the Haudenosaunee 

Confederacy, and the Huron-Wendat and Petun nations, land covered by the Dish 

With One Spoon wampum belt covenant. We acknowledge that we have broken the 

treaties. We acknowledge the damage done by colonialism, and the role that our 

church has played in this, and we pledge ourselves to work for a future of justice 

and reconciliation. 

 

Hymn 475: Not far beyond the sea           CHAPEL ROYAL  
 

1 Not far beyond the sea nor high above the heavens, but very nigh  

 thy voice, O God, is heard. 

 For each new step of faith we take, thou hast more truth and light to break  

 forth from thy holy Word. 
 

2 Rooted and grounded in thy love, with saints on earth and saints above 

 we join in full accord 

 to grasp the breadth, length, depth, and height, the crucified and risen might  

 of Christ, the incarnate Word. 
 

3 Help us to press toward that mark, and, though our vision now is dark, 

 to live by what we see. 

 So, when we see thee face to face, thy truth and light our dwelling place  

 for evermore shall be. 

 

Collect for Purity 

Celebrant  Almighty God, 

  to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

  and from you no secrets are hidden.  

  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration  

  of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  

  and worthily magnify your holy name;  

  through Christ our Lord.  

Response Amen. 

 

 

 



Confession and Absolution  
 

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ,  

  God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,  

  welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.  

  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.  

Celebrant: Most merciful God,  

Response:  we confess that we have sinned against you  

  in thought, word, and deed,  

  by what we have done, 

  and by what we have left undone. 

  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

  we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

  have mercy on us and forgive us, 

  that we may delight in your will,  

  and walk in your ways,  

  to the glory of your name.  Amen. 
 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you,  

  pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  

  confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  

  and keep you in eternal life;  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Response:  Amen. 

 

Peace 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

Response And also with you. 

 

Gloria           Hurd 
 

Celebrant  Glory to God in the highest, 

Cantor   and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

 

 



Collect of the Day 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God,  

the protector of all who trust in you,  

without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy,  

increase and multiply upon us your mercy,  

that with you as our ruler and guide,  

we may so pass through things temporal,  

that we lose not the things eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

Cantor  Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

First Lesson: Genesis 29.15-28 

Reader:  A reading from the book Genesis. 

Then Laban said to Jacob, ‘Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for 

nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?’ Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the 

elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel 

was graceful and beautiful. Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, ‘I will serve you seven years for your 

younger daughter Rachel.’ Laban said, ‘It is better that I give her to you than that I should give 

her to any other man; stay with me.’ So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to 

him but a few days because of the love he had for her.  

Then Jacob said to Laban, ‘Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed.’ 

So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast. But in the evening he 

took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. (Laban gave his maid 

Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said 

to Laban, ‘What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then 

have you deceived me?’ Laban said, ‘This is not done in our country—giving the younger before 

the firstborn. Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for 

serving me for another seven years.’ Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave him 

his daughter Rachel as a wife.   
 

Reader: The word of the Lord. 

Response:  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 105.1-11, 45c: Confitemini Domino  

 
 

Cantor 1  GIVE THANKS to the Lord and call up-onˆhis name; / 

    make known his deeds a-mong the peo-ples. 

Cantor 2 Sing to him, sing prais-es to him, / 

    and speak of all his mar-vel-lous works. 

Cantor 1 Glory in his hoˆ-ly Name; / 

    let the hearts of those who seek the Lordˆre-joice. 

Cantor 2 Search for the Lord and his strength; / 

    con-ti-nualˆ-ly seekˆhis face. 

Cantor 1 Remember the mar-vels heˆhas done, / 

    his wonders and the judge-ments ofˆhis mouth, 

Cantor 2 O offspring of Abra-ham his ser-vant, / 

    O children of Ja-cobˆhis cho-sen. 

Cantor 1 He is the Lordˆour God; / 

   his judgements pre-vail in allˆthe world. 

Cantor 2 He has always been mindful of his coˆ-ve-nant, / 

   the promise he made for a thousand ge-ne-ra-tions: 

Cantor 1 The covenant he made with Aˆ-bra-ham, / 

   the oath that he swore to Is-aac, 

Cantor 2 Which he established as a sta-tuteˆfor Ja-cob, / 

   an everlasting cove-nant for Isˆra-el, 

Cantor 1 Saying, “To you will I give the land of Ca-naan /  

   to be your allotted inheritance.” Hal-le-lu-jah! 
 

Epistle: Romans 8.26-39 

Reader:  A reading from the letter to the Romans. 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but 

that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, 

knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the 

will of God.  

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 

according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 

the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those 

whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom 

he justified he also glorified.  

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not 

withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything 

else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to 

condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who 

indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, 

or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, ‘For your sake we 

are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’  

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 



convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 

come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 

us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.   
 

Reader:  The word of the Lord. 

Response:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel acclamation: Alleluia  

Cantor  Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. 

    Alleluia. 
 

Gospeller  The Lord be with you. 

Response And also with you. 

Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 

Response Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52 

Jesus put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that 

someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is 

the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 

branches.’  

He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 

mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’  

‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in 

his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.  

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of 

great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.  

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every 

kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out 

the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from 

the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing 

of teeth.  

‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, ‘Therefore every 

scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who 

brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.’  
 

Gospeller  The Gospel of Christ. 

Response  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily:  Mtr. Maggie Helwig 

 

Nicene Creed  

Celebrant  Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

Response We believe in one God,  

  the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  



the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son  

he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

   

Intercessions  
 

Bidding Eternal truth, living God, 

Response Your Word is life and strength. 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

Offertory hymn 631: The kingdom of God is justice and joy    PADERBORN 
 

1 The kingdom of God is justice and joy,  

 for Jesus restores what sin would destroy. 

 God’s power and glory in Jesus we know,  

 and here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow. 
 

2 The kingdom of God is mercy and grace;  

 the captives are freed, the sinners find place.  

 The outcasts are welcomed God’s banquet to share,  

 and hope is awakened in place of despair. 
 



3 The kingdom of God is challenge and choice:  

 believe the good news, repent and rejoice! 

 His love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross,  

 our crisis of judgement for gain and for loss. 
 

4 God’s kingdom is come, the gift and the goal,  

 in Jesus begun, in heaven made whole. 

 The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call,  

 and all things cry “Glory!” to God All-in-All. 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 

Celebrant God of Grace, 

  accept all we offer you this day, 

  as we look toward the glory you have promised. 

  This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Response Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 3 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

Cantor  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

Cantor  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Cantor  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface of The Lord’s Day  

Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God,  

  creator of heaven and earth; 

  we give you thanks and praise  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

  who on this first day of the week 

  overcame death and the grave,  

  and by his glorious resurrection  

  opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

  In our unending joy  

  we echo on earth the song of the angels in heaven,  

  as we raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name. 

 

Sanctus and Benedictus         Hurd  

Cantor  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 



Celebrant  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

for the goodness and love you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people;  

in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil,  

and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  

a death he freely accepted, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you,  

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

Response we remember his death, 

  we proclaim his resurrection, 

  we await his coming in glory; 

Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ  

and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, 

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light where you dwell with all your children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  

and the author of our salvation; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 

Response  Amen. 

 

 

 

 



The Lord’s Prayer  

Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 

Cantor  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant  “I am the bread which has come down from heaven,”  

  says the Lord. 

Response  Give us this bread for ever.  

Celebrant “I am the vine, you are the branches.” 

Response May we dwell in him, as he lives in us. 

 

Agnus Dei           Hurd 

Cantor  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace. 

 

Prayer after Communion  

Celebrant God of grace, 

  we have received the memorial 

  of the death and resurrection of your Son. 

  May your love, poured into us, 

  bring us to your promises. 

  We ask this in the name of our Redeemer Jesus Christ. 

Response Amen. 

 

Doxology 
 

Celebrant Glory to God, 

Response whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.   

Glory to God from generation to generation,  

   in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Blessing 
 

Celebrant  The peace of God, which passes understanding,  

  keep your hearts and minds  

  in the knowledge and love of God, 

  and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  And the blessing of God Almighty, 

  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

  be with you all, and remain with you always. 

Response  Amen. 

 

Hymn 467: Forth in they name, O Lord, I go     SONG 34 
 

1 Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go, my daily labour to pursue, 

 thee, only thee, resolved to know in all I think or speak or do. 
 

2 The task thy wisdom hath assigned O let me cheerfully fulfil, 

 in all my works thy presence find, and prove thy good and perfect will. 
 

3 Thee may I set at my right hand, whose eyes my inmost substance see, 

 and labour on at thy command and offer all my works to thee. 
 

4 Give me to bear thy easy yoke, and every moment watch and pray. 

 and still to things eternal look, and hasten to thy glorious day; 
 

5 for thee delightfully employ whate’er thy bounteous grace hath given,  

 and run my course with even joy, and closely walk with thee to heaven. 

 
 

Dismissal 
 

Deacon Go forth in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 

Response Thanks be to God.  

 

Announcements 

 

Invitation to “coffee hour”  
 

Postlude 

 

“Coffee hour” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want more information about the parish,  

including our other weekly activities, 

our website is www.saintstephens.ca 
♦ 

You can also visit us at 

www.facebook.com/ststephen103  
♦ 

Contact our Rector, The Rev’d Maggie Helwig, at 

maggie@web.net 

(416) 526-5438 
♦ 

The Church of St. Stephen in-the-Fields 

ststepheninthefields@gmail.com 

Please consider making a financial contribution 

to Saint Stephen’s.   

Visit our website and look for the PayPal or 

Canada Helps buttons. 

If you require more information, e-mail 

parishsecretary.ststephen@gmail.com 
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