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Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
July 19, 2020 

 

 

My word shall accomplish that which I purpose,  

and prosper in the thing for which I sent it. 

Isaiah 55.11 
 

 

Celebrant: The Rev’d Maggie Helwig 



ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Prelude   

 

Greeting 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

  and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

Response And also with you. 

 

Land Acknowledgement  

Celebrant  Though people may be joining us from many regions, we acknowledge that the 

Church of St. Stephen-in-the-Fields stands on occupied land, the traditional territory 

of the Mississaugas of the Credit (an Anishnaabe people), the Haudenosaunee 

Confederacy, and the Huron-Wendat and Petun nations, land covered by the Dish 

With One Spoon wampum belt covenant. We acknowledge that we have broken the 

treaties. We acknowledge the damage done by colonialism, and the role that our 

church has played in this, and we pledge ourselves to work for a future of justice 

and reconciliation. 

 

Hymn 442: Great God, your love has called us here        ST. PETERSBURG 
 

1 Great God, your love has called us here as we, by love, for love were made. 

 Your living likeness still we bear, through marred, dishonoured, disobeyed. 

 We come, with all our heart and mind, your call to hear, your love to find. 
 

2 We come with self-inflicted pains of broken trust and chosen wrong; 

 half-free, half-bound by inner chains; by social forces swept along, 

 by powers and systems close confined; yet seeking hope for humankind. 
 

3 Great God, in Christ you call our name and then receive us as your own  

 not through some merit, right, or claim, but by your gracious love alone. 

 We strain to glimpse your mercy seat and find you kneeling at our feet. 
 

4 Then take the towel, and break the bread, and humble us, and call us friends. 

 Suffer and serve till all are fed, and show how grandly love intends  

 to work till all creation sings, to fill all worlds, to crown all things. 
 

5 Great God, in Christ you set us free, your life to live, your joy to share. 

 Give us your Spirit’s liberty to turn from guilt and dull despair  

 and offer all that faith can do while love is making all things new. 

 

Collect for Purity 

Celebrant  Almighty God, 

  to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

  and from you no secrets are hidden.  

  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration  

  of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  

  and worthily magnify your holy name;  

  through Christ our Lord.  

Response Amen. 



Confession and Absolution  
 

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ,  

  God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,  

  welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.  

  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.  

Celebrant: Most merciful God,  

Response:  we confess that we have sinned against you  

  in thought, word, and deed,  

  by what we have done, 

  and by what we have left undone. 

  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

  we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

  have mercy on us and forgive us, 

  that we may delight in your will,  

  and walk in your ways,  

  to the glory of your name.  Amen. 
 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you,  

  pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  

  confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  

  and keep you in eternal life;  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Response:  Amen. 

 

Peace 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

Response And also with you. 

 

Gloria           Hurd 
 

Celebrant  Glory to God in the highest, 

Cantor   and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

 

 



Collect of the Day 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God,  

your Son has opened for us  

a new and living way into your presence. 

Give us pure hearts and constant wills 

to worship you in spirit and in truth; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Cantor  Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

First Lesson: Genesis 28.10-18a 

Reader:  A reading from the book Genesis. 

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went towards Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed there for 

the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head 

and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of 

it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the Lord 

stood beside him and said, ‘I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 

the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be 

like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north 

and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. 

Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this 

land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.’ Then Jacob woke 

from his sleep and said, ‘Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did not know it!’ And he was 

afraid, and said, ‘How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this 

is the gate of heaven.’  

So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head and set it 

up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  
 

Reader: The word of the Lord. 

Response:  Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 139.1-11, 22-23: Domine, probasti  

 
 

Cantor 1 LORD, YOU have searched me out and known me; / 

    you know my sitting down and my rising up;  

     you discern my thoughts fröm aˆfar. 

Cantor 2 You trace my journeys and my resting-pla-ces / 

    and are acquaint-ed with äll myˆways. 

Cantor 1 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, / 

    but you, O Lord, know it al-to-gë-ther. 



Cantor 2 You press upon me behind and be-fore / 

    and lay your hand up-ön me. 

Cantor 1 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; / 

    it is so high that I can-not at-taïn toˆit.  

Cantor 2 Where can I go then from your Spi-rit? / 

   where can I flee from your prë-sence? 

Cantor 1 If I climb up to heaven, you are there; / 

   if I make the grave my bed, you are there äl-so. 

Cantor 2 If I take the wings of the morn-ing / 

   and dwell in the utter-most parts öf theˆsea. 

Cantor 1 Even there your hand will lead me / 

   and your right hand höld meˆfast. 

Cantor 2 If I say, “Surely the darkness will cov-er me, / 

   and the light a-round me türn toˆnight.” 

Cantor 1 Darkness is not dark to yǒu; the night is as bright as the day; / 

   darkness and light to you are böth aˆlike. 

Cantor 2 Search me out, O God, and know my heart; / 

   try me and know my rëst-lessˆthoughts. 

Cantor 1 Look well whether there be any wickedness in me / 

   and lead me in the way that is ev-er-läst-ing. 
 

Epistle: Romans 8.12-25 

Reader:  A reading from the letter to the Romans. 

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— for 

if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of 

the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did 

not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. 

When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are 

children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, 

we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.  

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to 

be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of 

God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who 

subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will 

obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has 

been groaning in labour pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have 

the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 

bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is 

seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.   
 

Reader:  The word of the Lord. 

Response:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel acclamation: Alleluia  

Cantor  Alleluia.  My word shall accomplish that which I purpose,  

  and prosper in the thing for which I sent it.  Alleluia. 
 



Gospeller  The Lord be with you. 

Response And also with you. 

Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 

Response Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43 

Jesus put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone 

who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed 

weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then 

the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, “Master, 

did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?” He 

answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, “Then do you want us to go and 

gather them?” But he replied, “No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along 

with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the 

reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into 

my barn.” ’  

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 

‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.’ He answered, ‘The one who sows the good 

seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; 

the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the 

harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and 

burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and 

they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them 

into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous 

will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!  
 

Gospeller  The Gospel of Christ. 

Response  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily:  Mtr. Maggie Helwig 

 

Nicene Creed  

Celebrant  Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

Response We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

Intercessions  
 

Bidding Search our hearts, O God 

Response and lead us in your everlasting ways. 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

Offertory hymn 560: God, whose almighty Word      MOSCOW 
 

1 God, whose almighty Word chaos and darkness heard, and took their flight: 

 hear us we humbly pray, and where the gospel-day sheds not its glorious ray, 

 let there be light! 
 

2 Saviour, who came to bring on your redeeming wing healing and sight, 

 health to the sick in mind, sight to the inly blind: now for all humankind  

 let there be light! 
 

3 Spirit of truth and love, life-giving, holy Dove, speed on your flight! 

 Move on the water’s face bearing the lamp of grace, and in earth’s darkest place  

 let there be light! 
 

4 Gracious and holy Three, glorious Trinity, wisdom, love, might, 

 boundless as ocean’s tide rolling in fullest pride: through the world far and wide 

 let there be light! 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 

Celebrant O God, 

  accept our praise and thanksgiving. 

  Help us in all we do 

  to offer ourselves as a true and living sacrifice; 

  through Jesus Christ the Lord. 

Response Amen. 



Eucharistic Prayer 3 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

Cantor  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

Cantor  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Cantor  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface of The Lord’s Day  

Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God,  

  creator of heaven and earth; 

  you are the source of light and life for all your creation, 

  you made us in your own image, 

  and call us to new life in Jesus Christ our Saviour.  

  Therefore we praise you,  

  as we raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name. 

 

Sanctus and Benedictus         Hurd  

Cantor  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Celebrant  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

for the goodness and love you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people;  

in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil,  

and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  

a death he freely accepted, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you,  

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 



which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

Response we remember his death, 

  we proclaim his resurrection, 

  we await his coming in glory; 

Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ  

and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, 

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light where you dwell with all your children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  

and the author of our salvation; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 

Response  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 

Cantor  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant  Creator of all, 

  you gave us golden fields of wheat,  

  whose many grains we have gathered  

  and made into this one bread. 

Response  So may your Church be gathered  

  from the ends of the earth  

  into your kingdom. 

 

 

 



Agnus Dei           Hurd 

Cantor  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace. 

 

Prayer after Communion  

Celebrant O God, 

  as we are strengthened in these holy mysteries, 

  may our lives be a continual offering, 

  holy and acceptable in your sight; 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Response Amen. 

 

Doxology 
 

Celebrant Glory to God, 

Response whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.   

Glory to God from generation to generation,  

   in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 

Celebrant  The peace of God, which passes understanding,  

  keep your hearts and minds  

  in the knowledge and love of God, 

  and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  And the blessing of God Almighty, 

  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

  be with you all, and remain with you always. 

Response  Amen. 

 

Hymn 447: Lord, we hear your word with gladness    BLAENWERN 
 

1 Lord, we hear your word with gladness: you have spoken—we rejoice: 

 words of love and life and freedom—help us make their truth our choice! 

 Now in holy celebration for your Word we worship you; 

 spoken, written, known in Jesus, ours today to prove anew. 
 

2 May we hear with understanding, by your Spirit taught and led;  

 may the springs of all our being by your living Word be fed; 

 may our hearts accept with meekness all the grace your light makes known; 

 may obedience mark our footsteps till we make each word our own. 
 

3 You have spoken; yours the fullness, ours the wealth of this your Word: 

 debtors, then as living letters, we must make our gospel heard! 

 By your Spirit’s power transform us; shed your saving light abroad  

 till our lives by love in action show our world the truth of God! 

 
 



Dismissal 
 

Deacon Go forth in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 

Response Thanks be to God.  

 

Announcements 

 

Invitation to “coffee hour”  
 

Postlude 

 

“Coffee hour” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want more information about the parish,  

including our other weekly activities, 

our website is www.saintstephens.ca 
♦ 

You can also visit us at 

www.facebook.com/ststephen103  
♦ 

Contact our Rector, The Rev’d Maggie Helwig, at 

maggie@web.net 

(416) 526-5438 
♦ 

The Church of St. Stephen in-the-Fields 

ststepheninthefields@gmail.com 

Please consider making a financial contribution 

to Saint Stephen’s.   

Visit our website and look for the PayPal or 

Canada Helps buttons. 

If you require more information, e-mail 

parishsecretary.ststephen@gmail.com 
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