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I will not leave you desolate, says the Lord;  

I will come to you. 

John 14.18 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Celebrant: The Rev’d Maggie Helwig 



ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Prelude 

 

Easter Greeting 

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Response He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

Celebrant  May his grace and peace be with you. 

Response  May he fill our hearts with joy. 

 

Land Acknowledgement  

Celebrant  Though people have gathered here from many regions, we acknowledge that the 

Church of St. Stephen-in-the-Fields stands on occupied land, the traditional territory 

of the Mississaugas of the Credit (an Anishnaabe people), the Haudenosaunee 

Confederacy, and the Huron-Wendat and Petun nations, land covered by the Dish 

With One Spoon wampum belt covenant. We acknowledge that we have broken the 

treaties. We acknowledge the damage done by colonialism, and the role that our 

church has played in this, and we pledge ourselves to work for a future of justice 

and reconciliation. 

 

Hymn 497: Eternal ruler of the ceaseless round              SONG 1 
 

1 Eternal ruler of the ceaseless round of circling planets singing on their way,  

 Guide of the nations from the night profound into the glory of the perfect day: 

 rule in our hearts, that we may ever be guided and strengthened and upheld by thee. 
 

2 We are of thee, the children of thy love, companions of thy well-beloved Son: 

 descend, O Holy Spirit, like a dove, into our hearts that we may be as one: 

 as one with thee, to whom we ever tend; as one with him, our pattern and our friend. 
 

3 We would be one in hatred of all wrong, one in our love of all things sweet and fair, 

 one with the joy that rises into song, one with the grief that finds no voice in prayer, 

 one in the power that makes thy children free to follow truth, and thus to follow thee. 

4 O clothe us with thy heavenly armour, Lord, thy trusty shield, thy sword of love divine;  

 our inspiration be thy constant word; we ask no victories that are not thine: 

 give us the shield of faith that we may be steadfast, attentive, firm in serving thee. 

 

Collect for Purity 

Celebrant  Almighty God, 

  to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

  and from you no secrets are hidden.  

  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration  

  of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  

  and worthily magnify your holy name;  

  through Christ our Lord.  

Response Amen. 

 



Confession and Absolution  

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ,  

  God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,  

  welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.  

  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.  

Celebrant: Most merciful God,  

Response:  we confess that we have sinned against you  

  in thought, word, and deed,  

  by what we have done, 

  and by what we have left undone. 

  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

  we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

  have mercy on us and forgive us, 

  that we may delight in your will,  

  and walk in your ways,  

  to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon us,  

  pardon and deliver us from all our sins,  

  confirm and strengthen us in all goodness,  

  and keep us in eternal life;  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Response:  Amen. 

 

Peace 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

Response And also with you. 

 

Gloria           Hurd 
 

Celebrant  Glory to God in the highest, 

Cantor   and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

 

 



Collect of the Day 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God,  

you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ   

with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven. 

Mercifully give us faith to know 

that, as he promised, 

he abides with us on earth to the end of time; 

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Cantor  Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

First Lesson: Acts 1.6-14  

Reader:  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore 

the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father 

has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.’ When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out 

of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in 

white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards 

heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 

you saw him go into heaven.’  

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 

sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs 

where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 

Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of 

James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, 

including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord. 

Response:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 68.1-10, 33-36 Exsurgat Deus 

 
 

Cantor 1 LET GOD arise, and let his enemies be scat-tered; / 

    let those who hate him flee be-fore him. 

Cantor 2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it a-way; / 

    as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish  

     at the pre-sence of God. 

 



Cantor 1 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; / 

    let them also be mer-ryˆand joy-ful. 

Cantor 2 Sing to God, sing praises to his nǎme;  

     exalt him who rides upon the hea-vens; / 

    Yahweh is his Name, re-joice be-fore him.  

Cantor 1 Father of orphans, defender of wi-dows, / 

    God in his holy ha-bi-ta-tion. 

Cantor 2 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into free-dom; / 

    but the rebels shall live in dry pla-ces. 

Cantor 1 O God, when you went forth before your peo-ple; / 

    when you marched through the wild-erˆness. 

Cantor 2 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain,  

     at the presence of God, the God of Si-nai, / 

    at the presence of God, the God of Is-raˆel. 

Cantor 1 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your in-he-riˆtance; / 

    you refreshed the land when it was wea-ry. 

Cantor 2 Your people found their home in it; / 

    in your goodness O God, you have made pro-vi-sion for theˆpoor. 

Cantor 1 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; / 

    sing prais-es to theˆLord. 

Cantor 2 He rides in the heavens, the ancient hea-vens; / 

    he sends forth his voice, his migh-tyˆvoice. 

Cantor 1 Ascribe power to God; / 

    his majesty is over Israel; his strength is in theˆskies. 

Cantor 2 How wonderful is God in his holy pla-ces! / 

    the God of Israel giving strength and power  

     to his people! Bless-ed be God! 

 

Epistle: 1 Peter 4.12-14, 5.6-11 

Reader:  A reading from the first epistle of Peter. 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as 

though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice in so far as you are sharing 

Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If 

you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the 

Spirit of God, is resting on you.  

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due 

time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves; keep alert. 

Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 

Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters throughout the 

world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, 

the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 

support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Reader:  The word of the Lord. 

Response:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 



Gospel acclamation: Alleluia  

Cantor  Alleluia. I will not leave you desolate, says the Lord; I will come to you. Alleluia. 

Gospeller  The Lord be with you. 

Response And also with you. 

Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John. 

Response Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Holy Gospel: John 17.1-11 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has 

come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over 

all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they 

may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth 

by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence 

with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.  

‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, 

and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you 

have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they 

have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent 

me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those 

whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have 

been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 

coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may 

be one, as we are one.       

Gospeller  The Gospel of Christ. 

Response  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily:  Mtr. Maggie Helwig 

 

Nicene Creed  

Celebrant  Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

Response We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 



On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Intercessions  

 

Offertory hymn 472: Eternal God, Lord of all space and time    MAGDA  
 

1 Eternal God, Lord of all space and time,  

 the source of truth and righteousness and grace,  

 we thank thee that thy majesty sublime  

 thou dost reveal in every human face. 
 

2 We thank the, Lord, for love’s deep fount of joy, 

 for inward peace that never can be told, 

 for comradeship no changes can destroy,  

 for faith and hope that all our days enfold. 
 

3 For love uniquely makes us one with thee,  

 remoulding us according to thy will, 

 enabling us in true humanity  

 the purpose of thy kingdom to fulfil. 
 

4 Fixed deeper than the source of human strife,  

 may we in love a steadfast anchor find; 

 do thou, unchanging through the stress of life,  

 to thine own love our hearts forever bind. 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 

Celebrant Source of all joy, 

  receive our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

  Keep us in the love of Christ 

  and bring us to the vision of his glory; 

  through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Response Amen. 

 

 

 



Eucharistic Prayer 3 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

Cantor  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

Cantor  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Cantor  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface of Ascension  

Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; 

we give you thanks and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who after his glorious resurrection appeared to his disciples,  

and in their sight ascended into heaven to prepare a place for us;  

that where he is, there we might also be, and reign with him in glory. 

Therefore we praise you with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven, 

who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your name. 

Sanctus and Benedictus         Proulx  

Cantor  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Celebrant  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

for the goodness and love you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people;  

in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil,  

and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  

a death he freely accepted, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 



which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

Response we remember his death, 

  we proclaim his resurrection, 

  we await his coming in glory; 

Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ  

and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, 

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light where you dwell with all your children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  

and the author of our salvation; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 

Response  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 

Cantor  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant  Lord, we died with you on the cross. 

Response  Now we are raised to new life. 

Celebrant  We were buried in your tomb. 

Response Now we share in your resurrection. 

Celebrant  Live in us, that we may live in you. 

 

 

 

 



Agnus Dei           Senshur 

Cantor  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace. 

 

Prayer after Communion  

Celebrant Eternal God, 

  may we who share Christ’s banquet  

  be one with him as he is one with you. 

  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, 

  the risen and ascended Lord. 

Response Amen. 

 

Doxology 
 

Celebrant Glory to God, 

Response whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.   

Glory to God from generation to generation,  

   in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 

Celebrant  The peace of God, which passes understanding,  

  keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 

  and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  And the blessing of God Almighty, 

  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

  be with you all, and remain with you always. 

Response  Amen. 
 

Hymn 585: Lord, whose love in humble service      BEACH SPRING 
 

1 Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need, 

 who upon the cross, forsaken, worked your mercy’s perfect deed: 

 we, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart; 

 consecrating to your purpose every gift which you impart. 
 

2 Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread;  

 still the captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead. 

 As you, Lord, in deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul, 

 by your Spirit send your power to our world to make it whole. 
 

3 As we worship, grant us vision till your love’s revealing light  

 in its height and depth and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight,  

 making known the needs and burdens your compassion bids us bear,  

 stirring us to ardent service, you abundant life to share. 
 

 



Dismissal 
 

Deacon Go forth in peace, to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! 

Response Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

Invitation to “coffee hour”  
 

Postlude 

 

“Coffee hour” 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want more information about the parish, 

our website is www.saintstephens.ca 

♦ 

You can also visit us at 

facebook.com/ststephen103 

♦ 

Contact our Rector, The Rev’d Maggie Helwig, at 

maggie@web.net 

(416) 526-5438 

♦ 

If you are interested in joining us for worship on Zoom, 

please e-mail kathbelyea+warden@gmail.com 

♦ 

If you want to receive a regular e-newsletter, 

please e-mail maggie@web.net  

♦ 

The Church of St. Stephen in-the-Fields 

ststepheninthefields@gmail.com 

parishsecretary.ststephen@gmail.com 
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