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Fourth Sunday of Easter 
May 3, 2020 

 

 

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord:  

I know my own and my own know me. 

John 10.14 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Celebrant: The Rev’d Maggie Helwig 



ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Organ Prelude 

 

Easter Greeting 

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Response He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

Celebrant  May his grace and peace be with you. 

Response  May he fill our hearts with joy. 

 

Land Acknowledgement  

Celebrant  Though people have gathered here from many regions, we acknowledge that the 

Church of St Stephen-in-the-Fields stands on occupied land, the traditional territory 

of the Mississaugas of the Credit (an Anishnaabe people), the Haudenosaunee 

Confederacy, and the Huron-Wendat and Petun nations, land covered by the Dish 

With One Spoon wampum belt covenant. We acknowledge that we have broken the 

treaties. We acknowledge the damage done by colonialism, and the role that our 

church has played in this, and we pledge ourselves to work for a future of justice 

and reconciliation. 

 

Hymn 447: Lord, we hear your word with gladness     BLAENWERN 
 

1 Lord, we hear your word with gladness: you have spoken – we rejoice: 

 words of love and life and freedom – help us make their truth our choice! 

 Now in holy celebration for your Word we worship you; 

 spoken, written, know in Jesus, ours today to prove anew. 
 

2 May we hear with understanding, by your Spirit taught and led; 

 may the springs of all our being by your living Word be fed; 

 may your hearts accept with meekness all the grace your light makes known; 

 may obedience mark our footsteps till we make each word our own! 
 

3 You have spoken; yours the fullness, ours the wealth of this your Word: 

 debtors, then as living letters, we must make our gospel heard! 

 By your Spirit’s power transform us; shed your saving light abroad  

 till our lives by love in action show our world the truth of God! 

 

Collect for Purity 

Celebrant  Almighty God, 

  to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

  and from you no secrets are hidden.  

  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration  

  of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  

  and worthily magnify your holy name;  

  through Christ our Lord.  

Response Amen. 

 



Confession and Absolution  

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ,  

  God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy,  

  welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.  

  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.  

Celebrant: Most merciful God,  

Response:  we confess that we have sinned against you  

  in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 

  and by what we have left undone. 

  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

  we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

  have mercy on us and forgive us, 

  that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,  

  to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon us,  

  pardon and deliver us from all our sins,  

  confirm and strengthen us in all goodness,  

  and keep us in eternal life;  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Response:  Amen. 

 

Peace 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

Response And also with you. 

 

Gloria           Hurd 
 

Celebrant  Glory to God in the highest, 

Cantor   and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God of peace  

who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ,  

that great shepherd of the sheep, 

by the blood of the eternal covenant,  



make us perfect in every good work to do your will, 

and work in us that which is well-pleasing in your sight;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Cantor  Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

First Lesson: Acts 2.42-47  

Reader:  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 

the prayers.  

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 

All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions 

and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much 

time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous 

hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to 

their number those who were being saved.  
 

Reader: The word of the Lord. 

Response:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 23 Dominus regit me 

 
Cantor 1 THE LORD is my shep-herd; / 

   I shall not be inˆwant. 

Cantor 2 He makes me lie down in green pas-tures / 

   and leads me be-side still wa-ters. 

Cantor 1 He revives my soul / 

   and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake. 

Cantor 2 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow  

    of death, I shall fear no e-vil; / 

   for you are with me; your rod and your staff,  

    they com-fortˆme. 

Cantor 1 You spread a table before me in the presence  

    of those who trou-bleˆme; / 

   you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup  

    is run-ning ov-er.  

Cantor 2 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me  

    all the days of my life, / 

   and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ev-er. 

 



Epistle: 1 Peter 2.19-25 

Reader:  A reading from the first epistle of Peter. 

For it is to your credit if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If you 

endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, where is the credit in that? But if you endure when 

you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. For to this you have been called, because 

Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.  

‘He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.’  

When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he 

entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, 

so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For 

you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of 

your souls. 

Reader:  The word of the Lord. 

Response:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel acclamation: Alleluia  

Cantor  Alleluia. I am the good shepherd, says the Lord.  I know my own, and my own 

  know me. Alleluia. 

Gospeller  The Lord be with you. 

Response And also with you. 

Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John. 

Response Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Holy Gospel: John 10.1-10 

‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by 

another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 

The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by 

name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the 

sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run 

from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.’ Jesus used this figure of speech with 

them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.  

So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came 

before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever 

enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to 

steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.     

Gospeller  The Gospel of Christ. 

Response  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily:  Mtr. Maggie Helwig 

 

Nicene Creed  

Celebrant  Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

Response We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Intercessions  

 

Hymn 518: O Christ who holds the open gate    LLEDROD (LLANGOLLEN) 
 

1 O Christ who holds the open gate, O Christ who drives the furrow straight, 

 O Christ, the plough, O Christ, the laughter of holy white birds flying after; 
 

2 lo, all my heart’s field red and torn, and thou wilt bring the young green corn, 

 the young green corn divinely springing, the young green corn forever singing; 
 

3 and when the field is fresh and fair thy blessed feet shall glitter there, 

 and we will walk the weeded field, and tell the golden harvest’s yield, 
 

4 the corn that makes the holy bread by which our hungering souls are fed, 

 the holy bread, the food unpriced, thy everlasting mercy, Christ. 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 

Celebrant God of loving care, 

  you spread before us the table of life, 

  and give us the cup of salvation to drink. 

  Keeps always in the fold of your Son Jesus Christ, 

  our Saviour and our shepherd. 

Response Amen. 

 



Eucharistic Prayer 3 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

Cantor  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

Cantor  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Cantor  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface of Easter  

Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; 

we give you thanks and praise for the glorious resurrection  

of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 

for he is the true paschal lamb who has taken away the sin of the world. 

By his death he destroyed death, 

and by his rising to life again he has won for us eternal life. 

Therefore, joining our voices with the whole company of heaven, 

we sing our joyful hymn of praise to proclaim the glory of your name. 

Sanctus and Benedictus         Proulx  

Cantor  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Celebrant  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

for the goodness and love you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people;  

in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,  

a death he freely accepted, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 



Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

Response we remember his death, 

  we proclaim his resurrection, 

  we await his coming in glory; 

Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ  

and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, 

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light where you dwell with all your children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  

and the author of our salvation; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 

Response  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 

Cantor  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Save us from the time of trial,  

  and deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant  Lord, we died with you on the cross. 

Response  Now we are raised to new life. 

Celebrant  We were buried in your tomb. 

Response Now we share in your resurrection. 

Celebrant  Live in us, that we may live in you. 

 

Agnus Dei           Senshur 

Cantor  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace. 

 



Prayer after Communion  

Celebrant God of steadfast love, 

  watch over the church redeemed by the blood of your Son. 

  May we who share in these holy mysteries 

  come safely to your eternal kingdom, 

  where there is one flock and one shepherd. 

  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord. 

Response Amen. 
 

Doxology 
 

Celebrant Glory to God, 

Response whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.   

Glory to God from generation to generation,  

   in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

Celebrant  The peace of God, which passes understanding,  

  keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 

  and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  And the blessing of God Almighty, 

  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

  be with you all, and remain with you always. 

Response  Amen. 
 

Hymn 481: May the grace of Christ our Saviour    HALTON HOLGATE (SHARON) 
 

1 May the grace of Christ our Saviour, and the Father’s boundless love, 

 with the Holy Spirit’s favour, rest upon us from above. 
 

2 Thus may we abide in union with each other and the Lord, 

 and possess in sweet communion joys which earth cannot afford. 
 

3 To the God whose wisdom made us, to the Son who set us free, 

 to the sanctifying Spirit, glory, endless glory, be! 
 

Dismissal 
 

Deacon Go forth in peace, to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! 

Response Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Invitation to “coffee hour”  
 

Organ Postlude 
 

“Coffee hour” 

 

Celebrant: The Rev’d Maggie Helwig 
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If you want more information about the parish, 

our website is www.saintstephens.ca 

 

If you are interested in joining us for worship on Zoom, 

please e-mail kathbelyea+warden@gmail.com 

 
If you want to receive a regular e-newsletter, 

please e-mail maggie@web.net 
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