Dismissal
Leader
All

Go into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit,
and bearing forth the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Candlemas: The Feast of the
Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple

You are invited to gather for refreshments in the parish hall
following the service.

Thursday, February 2, 2012
Saint Stephen-in-the-Fields
in collaboration with

Saint Matthias & the Church of the Epiphany and Saint Mark

ORDER OF SERVICE

Concluding hymn: Here in this place new light is streaming

Before the service, we take our places in silence and darkness, without an entry
procession. The service begins with the singing of this Taizé chant:

You are invited to stand when the chant ends. (Directions for standing and sitting
in this leaflet are intended as guidelines – please do what seems to you most
comfortable and appropriate).

GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY
Celebrant
All

Jesus Christ is the light of the world.
A light no darkness can ex-tinguish.

The candles in the chancel are lit during the singing of the Phos hilaron:
Text and music:
Marty Haugen (1950- )

Please stand, as able.
Prayer after Communion
Celebrant
God for whom we wait, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon,
who did not die till he had welcomed the Messiah.
Complete in us your perfect will,
that we in Christ may share in your eternal kingdom;
for he is Lord for ever and ever.
All
Amen.
Doxology
Celebrant
All

Blessing
Celebrant

All

Glory to God,
whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The peace of God, which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord:
And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
be amongst you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Thanksgiving for Light
Celebrant
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe!
Your word brings on the dusk of evening,
your wisdom creates both night and day.
You determine the cycles of time,
arrange the succession of seasons,
and establish the stars in their heavenly courses.
Lord of the starry hosts is your name.
Living and eternal God, rule over us always.
Blessed be the Lord, whose word makes evening fall.
All
Amen.

Blessing of Candles
Candles from all three parishes, and the hand-candles held by the congregation,
are blessed with incense and holy water.
Celebrant
Almighty and everlasting God,
whose only-begotten Son was presented this day in the Temple
to be received into the arms of blessed Simeon;
we pray you to bless, hallow, and kindle
with the light of your heavenly benediction
these candles, fruit of your creation,
work of your children the bees, and art of human hands,
to be lighted in honour of your holy Name.
In offering them to you, our Lord and God,
may we be inflamed with the fire of your love;
and as this light is divided yet knows no loss of brightness
may we in our various callings
be made worthy to be presented in the heavenly temple of your glory;
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.
All
Amen.
Hand-candles are lit during the singing of the Nunc dimittis:

Taizé chant: Come and fill our hearts (use English text)

Taizé chant: Live in charity (use English text)

Celebrant
All

Celebrant
All

We break the bread of life,
and that life is the light of the world.
God here among us, light in the midst of us,
bring us to light and life.
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Baptized Christians of all denominations and ages are welcome to receive communion. If
you will not be receiving the bread and wine, you are invited to come to the high altar for a
blessing. You can indicate your wish for a blessing rather than communion by
crossing your arms over your chest when the communion ministers approach you.

Music during Communion

Collect of the Day
Celebrant
Blessed are you, O Lord our God,
for you have sent us your salvation.
Inspire us by your Holy Spirit to recognize him
who is the glory of Israel and the light for all nations,
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
All
Amen.
Please be seated. There will be brief periods of silence following the first two
readings and the homily; each will begin and end with the ringing of a bell.
READINGS
Old Testament Lesson
Reader: A reading from the prophet Malachi.
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant
in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?

David Hurd (1950- ): New Plainsong Mass

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like
gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old
and as in former years.
(Malachi 3.1-4)
Reader: Listen for the leading of the Spirit.

Response: Thanks be to God.

Hymn: How lovely is thy dwelling place (Psalm 84 paraphrase)
Please remain seated.

All

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,
that we, made acceptable in him,
may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ,
and make them new, and bring us to that city of light
where you dwell with all your sons and daughters;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation,
the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation;
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever.
Amen.

Celebrant

All
Celebrant

We give thanks to you, Lord our God,
for the goodness and love you have made known to us in creation;
in calling Israel to be your people;
in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son.
For in these last days you sent him
to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil,
and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth,
out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

Epistle
Reader: A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,
a death he freely accepted,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “ Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

Reader: Listen for the leading of the Spirit.

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, Father, according to his command,
we remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection,
we await his coming in glory;
and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving
to you, Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation,
this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God,
to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts,
that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ
and his blood of the new covenant.

Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the
same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of
death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by
the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the
descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters
in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the
service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people.
Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who
are being tested.
(Hebrews 2.14-18)
Response: Thanks be to God.

Please stand, as able, for the Alleluia and the Gospel.
Taizé: Alleluia

Gospel
Gospeller: The Lord be with you.
Response: And also with you.
Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke.
Response: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law
of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and
they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair
of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.”

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would
not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon
came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for
him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised
God, saying,
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.”
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for
the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so
that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed – and a sword will pierce your
own soul too.”
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She
was of a great age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her
marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but
worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came,
and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for
the redemption of Jerusalem.

Prayer over the Gifts
Celebrant
Almighty God, accept the joyful offering of your Church,
and grant that your Son may shine in us
as the light that lightens every nation.
We ask this in the name of the same Jesus Christ our Lord.
All
Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Lift up your hearts.
People
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth,
because in the mystery of the Word made flesh
you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts,
to give knowledge of salvation
in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
Now with angels and archangels
and the whole company of heaven,
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name.
All

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned
to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong,
filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him.
Gospeller: The Gospel of Christ.

Response: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Please be seated.
Homily: The Rev’d Joyce Barnett
David Hurd (1950- ): New Plainsong Mass

Peace
Celebrant
People

Please stand, as able, when the bell rings after the period of silence.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST
Offertory hymn: The God whom earth and sea and sky

Nicene Creed
Celebrant
Let us confess our faith, as we say,
All
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father.
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Leader
All

In peace and hope let us pray to the Lord, saying
Lord, hear our prayer

Leader

We pray for the church throughout the world; for our bishops, for
Fred our Primate, Colin our Metropolitan and diocesan, and Philip
our area bishop; for all the parishes of Parkdale Deanery, and their
efforts, individually and together, to bring the good news of God’s
love and justice into their communities, and for the work of the
Parkdale Ministry Development Council; that your church may act
as a light in the darkness of oppression and injustice.
Lord, hear our prayer

All
Leader

All
Leader

All
Leader

We pray for areas of the world in situations of war and conflict,
remembering especially Nigeria, the Democratic Republic of Congo,
Somalia, Sudan and South Sudan, Syria, Lebanon, Libya, Iraq, Iran,
Afghanistan, and West Papua; that you will strengthen us all to work
for peace for all your children.
Lord, hear our prayer
We pray for all those in this city and elsewhere who are hungry,
homeless, marginalized, or isolated, for prisoners, refugees and
exiles, that we may hear and respond to their needs, and they may
know themselves to be enfolded in your love.
Lord, hear our prayer

All

We pray for the sick and suffering, especially those for whom we have
been asked to pray, and those who are in our minds and our hearts…
Lord, hear our prayer

Leader
All

We pray for those who have died..., and for those who mourn ...
Lord, hear our prayer

Leader

We pray with thanks for the growing light, for the cycle of the
seasons, and for all the good gifts of your creation – the earth which
gives us nourishment, the new growth of spring, and the fellow
creatures with whom we share this home – that we may be more
faithful stewards and use your creation for your greater praise.
Lord, hear our prayer

All

Leader

All
Leader

All

We pray for one another, that we may always be united in service
and love. We pray that we may all carry into our parishes, into our
communities, and into our different tasks and vocations, the light we
have shared in this service, and that the candles we have blessed may
be for us a sign of that light, distinct and yet one in Christ.
Lord, hear our prayer
Lord, like Simeon we cradle the fragile Light in our arms and take
responsibility for the life of Christ in this world. And we know that
we are held in your arms of love and mercy, and presented, by you
and to you, as a living offering of service and worship. May we who
have seen your salvation go into your world in gratitude and peace.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution
Celebrant

Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;
welcoming sinners and inviting us to this table.
Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.

Silence is kept.
Celebrant
All

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us,
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Celebrant

Almighty God have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

All

